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The primary and mass
education ministry placed
the proposal for extending
the primary education up
to Class VI scraping the
PEC exam keeping with the
2010 education policy at the
meeting at the Jatiya Sang:
sad Bhaban.

“The cabinet has sent
hack for further scrutiny the
primary education minis-'
try’s proposal for-extending
the primary education up
to Class VII scraping the
PEC exam,’ cabinet secretary
Muhammad Shafiul Alam
said at a briefing at the sec-
retariat. -

He said that both the
PEC and JSC exams would
~ontinue until adequate in-
Frasfructural  development
was made and teachers were
tzained for the major chang:
es in the primary education
system.

The PEC examination
would be held this year, the
cabinet secretary cleared re-
plying to a query.

Several senior ministers
including AMA Mubhith, To-
fail Ahmed, Matia Chowd-
hury and Rashed Khan
Menon criticised the prima-
ry education ministry move
without deing any prepara-
tory work for the extension
of the primary education
system, a minister said.

According to him, the
ministers said that the pri-
mary teachers were not ca-
pable to teach students up to
Class VIIL.

The-overall conditions of
many of the high schools,
particularly those located
in hard-o reach areas like
haors, were very poor, said a
minjster. .

Neither education minis-

urel Islam Nehid nor

the primary education min-
ister Mostafizur Rahman
could defend the proposal
as most of their colleagues
were opposing the proposal
to scrap the PEC exam at the
morment.

In the wake of demands
from guardians and educa-
tionists, the primary edu-
cation ministry  decided
in principle that the PEC
exam after Class V would be
scrapped from this year.

The ministry sent the pro-
posal for scrapping the exam

_to the cabinet division as the

test was introduced in 2009
through a cabinet decision.

“There will be no primary
education completion exam
after Class V from this year’,
Mostafizur Rahman said on
June 21. Easlier on May 30,
he said that examination for
primary students would he
held after Class-VII as the
governunent has elevated the
primary level up to the ath
grade.

The government on May
18 decided to elevate the
primary education level up
to Class VIl in line with the
National Education Policy
2010.

Fducationist Serajol Is-
lamn Choudhury, also Dhaka
University professor emeri-
tus, told New Age, ‘The de-
cisions would be harmful
to students as it has been
proved that the exam is un-
necessary which is putting
huge mental pressure on
children.’

The Education Watch
Report 2014, unveiled- by
the Campaign for Popular
Education in August 2015,
said that the introduction
of PEC exam made studenis
dependent on cdaching and
private tuition, increased
education cost and replaced
textbooks by guidebooks.

" The cost for coaching
and private tuition per stu-
dent was Tk 1,902 in 2008
and it increased to Tk 3,056
in 2014. ‘This increase is
clearly linked to PEC exam
introduced in 2009, szid the
report. ' .

"It said that 81 per cent
PEG examinees went to take
coaching class at schools
and 77 per cent had pri-
vate tutors at their home
and about 96 per cent had
bought guidebooks, the re-
port said. '

The PEC exam, iniro-
duced out of the blue, was
not in the 2010 education
policy, education cominis-
sion co-chair Qazi Kheliquz-
zaman Ahmad said while
chairing the report launch-
ing programine.

Former caretaker govern-
ment adviser on primary
and mass education Rashe-
da K Choudhury said that
she was shocked by the deci-
sion as few days back it was
decided that there would be
no public exam after Class V.

Trs like taking one step
forward, two steps back,’ she
added.

There are many couniries
where at this level there is no
exam, said Dhaka University
Institute of Education and
Research professor Moham-
mad Jalaluddi. “There is no
logic in taking exam after
Class V' be said.

In Sri Lanka, according
to the World Bank study in
March 2014, students take
public examinations after
Ciass X1 and XIIT while in
India, Pakistan, the Mal-
dives and Bhutan, students

take public exams after,

Class X and XII. Nepalese
students take public exami-
nations after Class VIII, X
and XIL ’
Government at first says

0 continu €’

disappointing: @
ary ihe cabinet decision O PEC

exam after Class V terming
it ‘illogical, unnecessary and

cademics

The decision wowd be
harmful for students and
sardians but would be

coach-

Continued on page 2 Col. 5

there will” no exam after

" Class V now says exam will

take place after Class V, it is
playing with students mak-
ing confusing decisions.
said Salma Akter, one of
guardians of students of
Tdeal Schooi and College '
who are t#king part in dif-
ferent programime demand-
ing scrapping of exam after
Class V.

“We will sit after Eid to
take programimes against the
decision,” she added.



