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Bangledesh ne:d&d another
35.000 pritary schools in addi-
tion ta existing 44000 a
- yaately to ensure, the to
*ment of schunl-som; c.hﬂdm
reports BSS, Me Q
This was stated by azi
i her Ali Secretary Ministry
: of Educatmn while inau iting
‘a five-day sub-regional - minar
on- School failure and wastage
1in primary education’ at & local
“hotel on. Saturday morning.
The seminar jointly organised
©  .by the Ministry -of Education in
co-Operation with UNESCQ Paris
. is being attended;by represenia-
tives from. China India Nepal
Pakistan Sri Lanka and. Thalland
Presided over by Dr Zahrul
Islamn Bhuivan Djrector-General
Primary Education the inaugural
segsion was addressed by Mr.
Mahmood ~A. Aminul Isl m.
Seminar Co-ordinator, Ms. N l
Ringrose Senior De% niy
-dent ‘Representative, ted
.tions' Development Programme
{(UINDPy Dr IraJ Avym UNES
CD representative b sed - in
*Bangknk and Mr:S:M. Smfucldln
'Becretary Bangladesh - National
-Commission for UNESCQ.
v The grinding proverty of the ~

-

00 more pry‘
schools needed

L k"v%‘* n?l...u

gural function of the semminar.

The Education Secretary, who
is also Secretary Bm;
Jdadesh’ National - Co
UNESCO (BN underlined the
need - for. laun ‘a sort of
popular. mass movement involve

ing community partlclputlon fnr:,. crucial factors at the roots

achieting Universal rlmary

He said that - in the Third
Fw;‘t’ear ‘Plan 198590~ -

elopment of ri-
‘ Bang ladesh - dev pm Pm_

mary education _
ded as a priority goal more
clu a P ‘he total

han 46 per cent of
1éJIl:::nt:'.-aI;lu::w];: for education had

Education.

heen set aside for the promo-< 4

tion of parimary education,
added. et
Qazi Azher Ali told the ueml-

rnar that the strategy for pri

mary educatmn was built around -
. constriction of school buildings,

provision of scthool fumiture,
{ text—books 1 matenals
improvement of teacher tralmng

and strengthening of field' super .

vision /in this connection, he re

D—~ferred to the decentralisation of
Dl'lmal',? Educatmn at the Upazila-_

Ieve!
:I‘he Fdi.ll. atlun ‘Secretary

i

.. age in primary. schools,_
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Pry. schools
(Frnm page 1 col, 8

gretted that éven 5 YEArs after |
lthe 1dnptmn of ‘the “Karachi
gPlan in which the regional coun
tries. set their goal faor universal
rnrlmaw euucatmn LUPE) many
j of them including : Bangladesh
}wbre gt't to achieve the cherish.
ed objective’. We_are still suffar
] inig. from the vicious cycle of
low earojment and high I"""’Ei'.t';
t 181
- more rompant in rural areas’
. and among women and the dis-
i advantaged groups in our com.
munitics™ he said, :

i Call to identify

er; cruciel factors |

He callet upon the experts to,
examine in depth and identlf¥
of
the problem of wastage He also
laid stress on going beyond the
known' facfors and looking for
hidden favtors to get to the bot.:
{om of the things and evolve
ﬂtr.'atcgics to overcome them,

" In his speech Dr, Zahrul Islam
Bhuiyan mu:huted the drop out,
L -repetition end wastage in . pri,
marv cducation to poverty uf'_
‘the people qtating pnverty qives:
risc to 111:11-::55. mainutrition and{
- pbsentecisim,’ .

. In this cnnnutmn he pointed.
out that there were nther impor.-.
tant ractors that went beyond.
the poverty factors, These = are
&ocio-psychological ~ pedagogical’
and curriculam facturs infiuenc,
ing wastage and ' dropout in pri-
mary education, he said and call
-ed for [urmu]at . curriculam
in a way that would attract stu’
dents aud malkte ‘y educa-
‘] tion joyful nd sa !

£

- [ See Page 8 Col. 4 )

imasses in Bangladesh and the
Jack of attitude of the society .|
to education and the absence, |
of motivational campaign to |
i encourage parents to enrol theip
iwards to primary school .were
;mentiﬁed as some of the major |
stumbling blocks -in the realisa.
tion of the goal of universal §
, i1:31'11:1'1:1!1'#." education - in the cuun- -

The need for univernalising
pnmary education is all the more
reaterr in Bangladedh wherd

Enl 67 per cent of the ape
.group (610 years) . children - are
‘énrolled in prirn school,
7 Crude wastace ratio for Bangia }
;.desh calculated on the basls of

{ drop-oot and repitition rate is
ﬁlcurrenﬂy X per cent it was

:tated a paper at the 'inau-_[

h,.q

g

' portance

“under . UPE;

. mary

. Underlying the pammuunt itn-
of the role of class.
room teacher in primary schoals
Dr. Bhuiyan noted -“often there;
is much to be desired in the’
performance of a primarv tca-
cher, at least' in Bangladesh”.

. Mr. Mahmood Aminu} Isiam

f urged the partmpants to map

gut strategy 10° bring the chil-
dren of" disadvantaged families
He thought that
institutions’ like Mothers Clibs
NGOS, and youth ‘¢rganisations

 could take active part in ‘this'
| ¥ndeavour under financial sun-

- port and - patronage of ﬂ'lL Cuv-
ermninent,

. Mr, Nigel Ringrose sazd UHDP

| fully supported Bangladesh Gov.-

ernment’s prioritization on pri-
Education.. = His or--
~gamisation considercd ed-maa-,
" tion and literacy as crucial com-

ponents for integrated develnp-

| ment he said.

‘Mr. Ringrose urged the par-
Jcipants to ponder “when mio-
-ney becomes really tight, how-

{ important are buildings com-
- pared to arousing cunnmty of -

- ¢hildren.”
Dr. Ira] Ayman lauded ﬂmII
-endeavours  of Banglades‘i to |

universalise primary education.
He placed emphasis on creats
ing 2 learning community to

. make the UPE programmz a
- success and said “without cregt.

ing a learning  community we
can't create learning students,”

Dr. Ayman also called ‘or
changmg attitude and changmc;
uf course of action for univar.-
sahsatmn of education, The
teachers also must be made ac.
“countable to pdrents guardians
and community to Eget the dﬂ-
- gired r&sult he; 3ad 5
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