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THE. EDUCATIO‘\I WEEK'
- Once agam we are observmg the national "
r'.eduoatlt:u.'l week, apertod of evaluation and 31
ist::n::ktakmg of our eonstltutlooal commit-
ment to mess hteracy and universahsattoo
of educanon There IS no altematwe to it
tf we serlously mean to tackie our multtple
problerns of backwardness, over-pop ulatlon
poverty and the " general soclo econom:c
indices that, mark our statue among: world
Inattons. . The present ‘government. hopefully
18 alive to the gravity ‘ of the. s:tuauon aad
lhos been demonstratmg its desnre to
ldemlfy problems and curc the educatlon
sector: of its - malalse on a pnorlty basis, - i
- In: his - maugural address - - Prestdent
Hussam Muhammad Ershad. ment:oned sote
spec:ﬁcemeasures that are to-be. taken o
bring about'an improvement, Among them ™ |
“are + enhancement ‘of teachers pay’ and
*allooances reformat!on of ! the exammatlon
system, mote’ ratlonal and reahstlc cumeula
upgradmg the standard of education through
strlet rules and regulations almed at. better
ieiassroom teaehmg, -and- other pO‘iltW“
der'mons The -budget allocauoo has. also -
!been mcreased for makmg prtmary edueatlon
1 ...rfree, unwersel and’ compulsory and ensurz
basw edueat:on for - all by the “year 2000,
L Punty of “intentions notwuhstandmg, |
L tbe fFoor stete -of -our Ilteraey level and
:5 :educatton in general would need a good deal
more than .the. alloeated foods to - make it
wholly beneﬁcla! for natlona[ development
. We have Iong been perpetuatmg an lrratlonal
-system where the terttary -and secondary
levéls -of educetion take the llons share of
resources - -while:- the prtmary Ievel suffers
+aculely even though the fallure tates’ at - the :
higher stages-have been unaccepfably hlgh
and’ among those who succeed very few -can
‘boast of . :belogndeoal!y.; educated Certlﬁcoteﬂr-—J
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alone cannot make one Ieorneq 1:hougl;|i fhey
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increase one’s scope for pretentions: ~ -* - |

- " Oar tragedy is that we have alloWed this © ‘

lop-sided attitude to . firurish 2 at’ great GOStS'.':l
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= | to.the nation. Soending “for the- huge mass ¢
F_.,, | at the base would have ylelded more whole- .
some divideads. - - There  has been some tatk |
kl of - establishing a pyramld-type edu:atlonl ‘
5 system where the :‘broad base: - would. . get”

ooncentreted attent:on that umversﬂ prtmary

eclucatlon deserves whlle the - top would .
| gradua"y become - b:ghly selectwe for only
E:‘*- . the very best. Provided the quality of teacher
improve together with-the teachmﬂ methods,-
there IS 00 . reason - ‘why we eannot mak-
higher education eoat-eﬁ"ectwe and - useful
| in nauon-bulldlog | . S
" It is in the interest of . total soolo-' .
ecooomtc development that we must invest
nOw our time, mind -and money to. eradicate
llutetacy and prowde compulsory -basic
ed ueatlon to all as well as increase thg scope
for oppl}:ng it in enrtchmg general “ltfe.
| Hopefully we can set attamable godls aod >
teach them step by step L




