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MALE (Maldives),.N
dent Hussain Muhammad Ershad sajd
that the current SAARC summit had
. been able to restore the momeniun of
the ofganisation belying the doubts

4 : . -
expyessed about the viability of the
Softh Asian Regional Cooperation,

ports BSS.
/[ “If our organisation has to maintian
fits forward momentum, we must con- 4
tinue to exert ourselves to find ways
* and means 1o revitalise our organisa--
tion ah¢ to bring concrete results to¢

.our people”, he told the fifth SAARC! =~

summit while addressing its conclud-
ing session at ‘Dharubaaruge’ {confer-
ence hall). _ R b

' President Ershad underscored the;
need for addressing matters of prior- “pbserve
. ity concern 10 member states indi-

; vidually and collectively. “Our activi-!}
. ties should be brought in line with our
ability to service:them”, he added.
itn’ work out modalities for funding'
joint ventures, establish cottage in-"
Hustries and handicrafts and mobilis-"
ing resources 't0 encourage and

zon of cooperation in the region.
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consequences of natural disasters and ",

|/ Male summit "'

. He said the decision-of the summit’
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strengthen individual and collective |’ tant steps forward to promote people-
self-reliance had opened up new hori- | to-people- contact - x.
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President Erjshad said the decistons !
s-on the;causes and :
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r of the changes in eastern and central
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protection and preservation of the 4
environment and trade, manufactur-
ers and services should ensure early

launching of cooperation among .
member states. _..-- L T

-“He noted with happiness that the -
Centre for Human Resources De-
velopment would be established soon. {
He said our- reaffirmation of the .
recemmendations of the world sumd

my on r:’_'hildren_ and de;cisip_n__ 0]
/| See page 006 }
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“the féﬁfs- }991-2_[!}0 as the:
SAARC decade of the girl child are *
demonstrition of the cngtinuing high
.priority that we attach ‘to their w:l-‘!
tfﬂfﬂ- : X R oo 7
- President Ershad said the launching |
of SAARC travel document and the |
Jecision to facilitate increased in-

journalists, NEWS '
. agencies and mass media were impor-

in the region.

Gulf si\tﬁation \

On the Gulf situation the President’ L
:aid “we have pronounced ourselves -
fon the Gulf crisis and called for :
; immediate and unconditional with- -

drawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait ',
'f'a’nd the restoration of its legitimate I’

government. T
assessed the implication

—_

“We have

Europe.ghe end of cold war and the
} progress achieved in the area of dis-
wrmament for the world and our own ”'
region”, he added. . ’

On the- international economc |
‘issues, President Ershad said the sum-- ;
‘mit had taken concrete decisions to
* intensify consultations and coordinate
1 “uur:pusitiﬂns" at the.United Nations
and in-other international fora. “We

“have underscored the need for effec- ¢

- i

 tive implementahon of. the decisions ;

=* adopted by the second . United Na-
{tions cbnfcrence. on the Least Pe-
letlﬂped Countries”, he added. = = .
t President Ershad thanked: hest }
President Maumoon Abdul Qayoom.
‘members of the SAARG secretariat -
sand the conference officials for the .»
“excellent arrangements 10 succe;sfuliy?*
. hold the summit. 3
- He said the sumfnit had allowed the [
i |eallers of meimber states vital oppor-
tunity to renew old contact, make new
" friends, to share insights and assimi-1
" late new ideas and perception. v
“But for SAARC it would have
, taken a long time to get to know and
to work in close ¢ollaboration with .
our new colleagues from India, Nep-
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+ al,_ Pakistan. and S Lanka in the
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- cause _of ,f;:gglgnal cooperation, har-4
' mony and anderstanding”, he said ff .
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