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et‘fcgrt was launched to remove .
. this ‘darkness on February 21,

|

t

Lhuu-"

o Ilhteracy, we had once ob-
is a dark problem, An

1980 and it was a massive effort.

" February 2] is an unmistakable’

symbol of our asplratmns and of
,» our determination to conquer all
that stand in the way of a realisa

T Attack On Illlteracy

tion of these, It is significant

that the nation wide campaign
jagamst jilliteracy was begun on

this day. A year has passed sinee_
then and it is time a fresh leek -

were taken at the problem and a
. fresh evaluation made of the

ferees that support- or hinder "

progress in this direction,

N A
minimise  the - responsibility - of
Q' the government, nor to put to the

\ .
¥

peal made by the Premdent to
continue with the practice and to

FTmake it stronger, it must be con-
¥ Wfcltded that the government con

5. 'sidfrs the strategy to be g suc-

ss Emphasis on this is not to

efforts directly mounted. by it a

{Messer priority. This is just to re

ind all, once again, of the enor-

v,

‘mity of the problem and of the
‘need for action by all to find . an ¢
~ answer. to-it. If illiteracy Is re

~+.-moved from this country, which i

. It may, however, be good at

1 this stage to remember that the

' problem is big and complex, the
' challenge persistent, and one year
to”e short a time to find a full and

. satisfactery answer. Also, the first
{ yedr of any major effort of this
klnd is the most_ crucial year:

unknown areas have to be ex-
| le‘ed responses to approaches
evaluated, policles .and .

o trateg1es reviewed and workers
.l

made

rrrrlet1vated and orgamzed# All
‘?these are difficult ]ebs The suc
t"ess of the first year must’there-
fere be seen only as a beginning
Stceess in the following years can

reasonably- be téi:ﬁected to be

higher if the _initialdthrust and
uﬁtlatwe are sustaméd The mul’,
tipher effect, which i§ -missing 1n
the first year, would start making

e an unrmstakable 1mpaet m the

fellewmg ones .

¥

said that a few hundred thousand
‘persons all over the ceuntry have

been mse de literates in 1:1'1el"b last

_ &;_ " [t has been possmle to
achievelthisjihe said, ‘because of

L

e "s- ffport ‘and eeep&%'ﬂ'

[largerenumber of mass . literacy

Leentres and to work in these on
| I'a’g ”"iroluntary basis. This then was

rstrategy followed in the first

‘ President Ziaur Rahman has’

i tion ejs,the educated. He has asked
o the l=a"-'!‘tlcatecl to spread themselves

in the rural areas, to Set up a yet

e
l'_vear and, ]udgmg frem 'f'i‘le 313

" we hope will be the case in net

too distant a future, the credlt

should go to the people in general
and to their concerted and coope-

rative effert |
| Experiences of the past show -

" that the neo-literates often relapse |
~.inte illiteracy. There are many

factors ‘whleh are responsible for

. this and these are all ftoo well

known. This must not be allowed”
to happen this time, These whe
have been turned into hterates

| _must continue to be carefully :

looked after and their interest in_
éducation must be increasingly

- enhanced. One basic way of doing

4 cen selve these

_'natlve educational
.can the people be made fully
“aware of the problems that are to

this is to bring education still
eleser to life and to convince

the nee-llteratea of the value of

. ‘education as a weapon fagamst
the miseries they are faced:with.

SO

- *ﬂ}l‘u% President has ree.
- thi ﬂﬂterecy is the greatest:3im-S¥-
imentiin the way of natienal ‘
Thls may be mterpreted £

e&m *1, that the governmens
een§ rs_a the problem of {llitera

A

ey a real' ehallenge to the at
*bnt of}" economic “develop-

ment and -gocial growth and as
" g T S

more threat.enmg than other preba
lems. The: Premdent’s remark is £V

pointer to the conviction that only

through a meaningful and imagi:
programme

be faced. They must he well
 equipped, for it is only they who
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