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MPOWERMENT is z cul-
Etural and personal concept;
dthe informant, "the re-
scarcher may frequently have
differing  notions  of  wha
empowerment means and how it is
expressed.

Women’s education: key in-
gredient of empowerment

* Education is light; it broadens
the mind. A degree is a weapon in
a girl's hand with which she can
work and make some money if
she wishes. .-

* A woman with education is
better in everything, She can make
a good match and marry someone ‘
educated who would make a lady

“out of Her. With her degree shd*
can help her husband with the

her children.

* Because ignorance is ugly...
(Raana Haider, 1993),

Increasing women’s education
is a key ingredient for women’s
empowerment. While many stud-
ies worldwide have documented
the importance of women's edu-
cation for its impact on child
schboling and nutrition. Education
is also important for women them-
selves. Basic edocation is the
foundution for developing the
flexible skills nceded 1w partici-
pate in knowledge intensive cco-
nomic activity. Those who lack -
access 10 basic education are
likely to be excluded from new
opportunities, - where long-
standing gender gaps in education
persist. In Bangladesh, girls' wui-
Lon was eliminated nationwids in
1992 and the stipend program was
expanded to all rural pirls. En-
rollment climbed natienally to 48
percent. More girls appeared for!
exams and enrolled in intermedi-
ate colleges.

Both school system design and'
community involvement can im-|
prove girls’ educational oulcomes.
In some seitings parents are more
willing to send their daughters to a
single-sex school. In some, it is
very important that teachers are
female. In Bangladesh, coeduca-

tion schools, the availability of
separate toilet facilities helped to
raise girls’ school enrolment and
attainment. In Bangladesh and

Kenya, studies based on Jhenees
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family’s livelihood and can teach .

Parvez Babul -

focus should be on lobhying und
+ knowledge about educating rural
people.

Mary Pigozzi, Director of
UNESCO's Division for the Pro-
motion  of Quality Education-
comments. “Previously focus was

of school, [ur from learning effec-
tively.

Parents with limited resources
say that the auality ot educmim{
matters in  their  decisions  of
whether 1o put or keep their
daughters in cchootl at all. If girls

Both school system design and community
involvement can improve girls’ educational
outcomes. In some settings parents are more

willing to send their
sex school.

‘danghters to a single-

on cnvironmentyl cducation but
titoday, education.is considered, an

essential ool in tackling, such

development challenges as pov-
erty and inequality.” We need a
library in every primary school'lo
enhance children’s reading.
Quality education for. girls
Sceretary  =Gencral  of  (he
Uniled Nations. Mr. Kofi-A. Anan
stated in his foreword in The St
of the World's Children, 1999 of
UNICEF, “cducation is a human

are not learning at school, if what

- they learn is not.useful or if the |

* schoo], environment is not safe for

" them. parents withdraw them from
school. If quality is so important
for getting girls in school, keeping
them there. then improving quality
must be high on our agenda.

Girls are more likely to be dis-
criminated against from the be-
ginning. They may receive less
care, both in terms of nurturing
and in

The quality of education is also a significant

issue, closely linked

to the state of girls’

education, World Education Forum in Da-
kar, Senegal (in 2000)-164 countries agreed
to work for elimination of the gender gap in
enrolment (gender parity) by the year 2005
and gender equality by 2013.

right with immense power to
transform. On its foundation rest
the cornerstones of freedom. de-
mocracy and sustainable human
development. 130 million children
in the world denied the right-
almost two thirds of them girls.
Nearly onc billion people. or a
sixth of the world's population,
are illiterale-the majority of them
women. This is a violation of
rights and a loss of potential and
productivity that the world can no
tonger tolerate™.

According to UNICEF. Dis-
crimination against girls is the

their labor at home and beyond:
girls are a large proportion of
‘invisible’ child workers. Often,
parents simply do not think it is
important to send girls to school.
Adults frequently expect less of
girls and girls learn to expect less
of themselves. While no single
environmental factor will exclude
or include all girls, safety and
security in the learning environ-
ment are essential. Sanitation is
also important. There is evidence
that having separated and safe
girls” latiines contribute to girls’
attendance in school.
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terms of food. Their -
schooling is often sacrificed for .

+NGOs. A total of 89 percent of

en’s Education And Empowerment\

Administrators  should monitor
what goes on in classrooms to
make sure that teachers are not
acling . in  diseriminatory  ways,
hovever subile and unintended.
Goud  management  generores-
higher quality cducation just us
‘predictably o peod teaching.

One cutcome of girls’ quality
education is that more women will
have skills, confidence and wiil
participate, contnbute 1o socicty in
new ways. Giving girls" education
increased support and recognition
also has an intergenerational im-
pact. Educated mothers educate
their daughters and sons. This is
an invaluable: outcome ‘of. basic
-education and- key to achieving
Education For All. Ensuring qual-
ity for all learriers; especially
thosc who have been excluded in
the past, is labor-intensive, time-
consuming and costly. But for the
good ness of humanity, we can
and must achieve ii.

When quality basic education is
available, more girls and boys will
participate enthusiastically; par-
ents will see returns on their in-
vestments in children’s education.

Increased enrolment, retention
and completion rate of girls at
primary level could be attributed
o some affirmative actions taken
by the government as well as suc-
cesstul non-formal education-pro-
grams run by BRAC and other

»

children with disabitities within
the school-going age had not
gained access to education in the
country. 73 percent of the disabled
learners faced problems while
enrolling in educational institu-
tions. Appropriate policy at the
national level should be formu-
fated for the inclusion of disabled
children in the mainstream educa-
tion. UNESCO-BAFED Re-
searchers Forum conference (held
on November 16, 2002; in Dhaka)
recommended.

Employment opportunities for
women are critical for
empowerment and food security.
Education is one of the most im-
portant factors accounting for
tncreased female labor force par-
tictpation in the region. A recent
report of Intamational. Labor Or-
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