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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia on Saturday iterated her gov-
ernment's {irm commitment o

reach the light of education in

cvery homestead within the shont-
est possiblé time for removing all

"I arh, urging all concerned to
rise above party affiliations and
differences 1o tum the ongoing
education activities into a social
movement for the expansion and
development of primary cduca-’
tion,” Begum Zia made the call at

_the concluding ceremony and

award giving function of primary
cducation wecek.

Advising the school-going chil-
dren 1o avail the facililies being
offered by her government, the
Prime Minister' asked them to go
o schools regularly and take les-
son properly by staying full time
in schools.

Begum Zia sought cooperation
of all concerned to auain the goals
of reaching the light of education
to cvery homes. ¢

During her spcech, the Prime
Minister touched on a host of
education-related issues, including
creation of mass consciousness
about primary education and im-
provement of its quality, mass
education porgammes. measures
taken for the improvement of
primary education and timely
distribution of text books among
the students.

Held at the Osmany Memorial
Smriti Auditorium, the " function
was addressed also by Prime

?

Minister's Advisor on Primary and

Mass - Education Prof. Jahanara
Begum, Secretary to the Ministry
of Primary and Mass Education -
Division Prof. Tahmina Hossain
and Director General of Primary
and Mass Education Department

- A M Mosaddekul Islam.
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PM reiterates commitlﬁéﬁhf
- to reach light of
" edn to every home

The Prime Minister distributed-
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awards among winners of compe-

titions on different events organ-
ised on the occasion of National

Primary Education Week. The
rchildren of different educational

" kinds of darknéss, reports BSS. institutions received awards for

their performance in recitation,
song, speech, acting, painting and
dance. .

* The Primé Minister said Sha-
heed Presideht Ziaur Rahman had
first introduced universal educa-
tion programme and countrywide
mass education. pfogramme 1o
implement the constitutional obli-
g!alion of in_§uﬁng gducation for
all. art e T

Begum Zia said the BNP gov-
emment created the Department
of Primary Education in 1981 and
Primary and Mass Education Di-
vision in 1992 for overall devel-
opment and expansion of primary
education and strengthening of its
infrastructures.  *

The Prime Minister she is di-
rectly in charge of the primary and
mass education division to attach
utmost importance on  primary
education.

Begum Zia gave a bricf resume
of the steps undertaken by the past
.BNP governments for the devel-
opment of education. She said
after assumption of power this
time her government has taken
two epoch-making decisions in
the ficld of education. One is in-
troduction of countrywide stipend
for primary education to the in-
creascd number of poor students
and the sccond is the free educa-
tion and stipend for female ste-
dents and also proving them sti-
pend upto higher secondary level,
she added.

The Prime Minister said the
government will provide Taka 663
crore every year from its own
fund for stipend project, whith

* will help open the door of primary
education for all. Under the proj-
ccl. she said. about 55 lakh chil-

“dren in 65 thousand primary
schools wili be benefited.

Referring to the government's -

allocation of Taka 6,710 crore for
cducation sector in the current
budget. Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment has always laid impor-
lance on education scctor.

She said her government suc-
‘ceeded in reaching 1cxt books 1o
the leamners at the primary schools
in January this-year. Text books,
she said, did not reach on 10 the
students on time during the p:1sl
gffvernment.



