The Bangludesh Observer

KARACH.1 (Pakistan), Mt 6= , The audience listened to I'rof.

Grameen  Dank  chief
Laurcate P 'rofessor Mohammad
Yunus toda y (Tucsday) urged the

countries  of this rteglon 10
roduce SAARC  passport 1o
faciliiate € -asy movement  of

_peopie acroi 5 the borders, reports
{MR said this would enhance
cultersl  md other
among peof de of the SAARC ne-
tions which ¢ "ould immenscly help
poverty allev iation efforis as well.

“If people  arc allowed 10 move
freely, they ¢ an share each others’
experience 4 nd unlock their po-
ientials to € cmove poverty.” lic
sait) during 3 n interactive session
organised Dy Staie Bank of Pakd-
sian (SBP} 1yt its headquatniers’
auditorhun.

“1 betieve, § yeople will feel proud
having SAAIMC passpons as cid-
zens of the § outh Asian region,”
he added. "

State Bank: Acting Governor
Mansurur Rah man Khan presided
over the session, attended by top
executives of ¢ Hiferemt private and
pubtic comme rcial banks, micro-
finance instittations and  sendor
govertunent oftlicials,

The Nobel laureate suggesied
for announcim{ a SAARC Duy and
celelrating iU annually through
culueral fostival s across the region,

He also relteraied his call to n-
troduce . SAARC. scholarships for
students of the’ region, which, he
beleves. wouki, helo understand
cach others’ jaroblemss and ad-
dress ihose through colicctive
effons,
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Nobel .Yunus with great interest about

his early experiencé In establish-
ing the Grammen' Bank and s
success {n alleviating poverty in
rural areas in Bangladesh. 2

They sought advice and techni-
from the Nobel Laurcate

cal help
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Yunus urges South Asian leaders

to introduce SAARC

passport

in addressing the problems that
the micro-Tinance instituiions in
Pakistan have been facin!g,- .

Prof. Yunus suggesied the Paki-
_stand bankers 10 promoic nsicro-
finance movement and prioritise
their focus on women 50 (hat they
can have casy access {0 micro-
credit.



