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/i’ry e.dn"st'aﬁd'a}rd lihip'roving
at slow pace: Speakers

‘I’he pace of improvemem of lhe

. standard of primary education®

remains slow despite vemendous
progress in developing the infra-
sgructure of academic instinitions,
Executive Director of ‘Advancing
Public Interest Trust (APIT) Sabbir

Bin Shams said on Samrday re--

ports BSS.

He told a press conference that
the government ook in 2003 the
Primary Education Development
Programme (PEDP)-2 for the de-
centralisation and
simOplificationb and  improve-
ment of quality of primary educa-
tion. ,

Partially aided by donors im-
plementation of the programme
would end in 2009, he said.

Advancing Public interest Trust
{APIT) with 14 other organizations
organized the conference at the
Dhaka Reporters Unity.

Executive Director of Coastal

ociation for Social Transfor-

n Trust (COAST) Rezaul

Ka howdhury, President of

. Nalional Disabled Forum .Khand-

ker Zahuru] Alam, Coordinator of

"Sabalambi Unnayan Samity Jiban

Dey Shyamal, Executive Director
of Other Vision Communication
Tareq Ahmed also spoke.

APIT, in association with Com-
monwealth Education Fund (CEF)
Bangladesh, tonducted a survey to
review the development ol pri-
mary education in ‘the last ﬁvc
years, the speakers said.

Developmeat of infrastruciure,
said Shyamal, was the biggest
achievement of the PEDP-2.

Under the programme. wo

class rooms were built in each of -

7.392 schools, a toilet in 7,168
schools each, an arsenic free tub.

weil was sunk in each of 7168,

schools, 219 resource centre
buildings were built in as many
upazilas, in 283 upazilas educa-
tion extension office buildings,
construction of 40 education of-

fice buildings in 40 districts be- -

sides completing repair and ex-

- tension work in eight primary

education training institutes.
The speakers recommended

* suggestions for the completion of

implementation of PEDP-2 which

would include creation of a favor-

able atmnsphere 1o integrate dis-
abled children in the mainsiream
education, changing attitude of
teachers and students toward
disabled students and arranging
training for teachers.

They suggested for increasing

. disabled students intake in the

gnmary education to 50 percent
om ex:sung four percent.

They stressed the need for
changing the pay structure of
assjstant upazila educaton offi- -
cers under primary cduxalion
departinent.as well as for arrang-

. ing training of academlc supervi

sors. |

They demanded removal of
disparity in salary between teach-
ers of govemment primary
schools and registered non-_gov-
emmens primary schools.

Considering the importance of
education for a developing coun-
try they demanded six percent

allocation of the national revenue .

for primary education and said
although the World Bank has rec-
ommended 4 percent allocation,
They said that 2.8 percent-alib-
cation of national revenue ha

‘been tecommended for prim

educauon by 2009.
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