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ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOLS
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Most schools dodge

registration, VAT

" penalty.

SURANJITH DEABNATH

The government is being deprived
of huge revenuc income from
thousands of unregistered English
medium schools, which are col-
lecting additional fees from stu-
- dents under VAT {valuc added tax)
imposed in this fiscal year.
According 1o the cducation
ministry, there are around 18,000
English medium schools across the
country with more to be launched.
But only 625 such institutions have
been registered under soven sec-
ondary and higher secondary
" education boards, Directorate of
Secondary and Higher Education
{DSHE), and Dircctorate of

Primary Education (DPE).

Taking the opportunity of
authorities’ apparent ihdifference
and lack of specific rules, three
types of English medium schools -+
kindergartens or nurserics, junior

‘Cambridge, and Cambridge or

scnior Cambridge -- arc rapidly
growing in yrban arcas throughout
the country. The industry is mush-
roomingespeciatlyinthecapital.
The government has several
times tasked the school authorities
to get registered, but most of them
did net pay any heed to it. Many
schaols even did hot bother to
applyfor registration,
owever, 1o schools have ever
been handed down any kinds of

Pijush Kanti Nath, first VAT
secretary of National Board of
Revenue (NBR), said it will be casy
for them to collect VAT from
English medium schools if the
ministry and other authorities
concerned send them alist of such
institutions. .

The education ministry, seven
cducation boards, DSHE and DPE,
however, are yet to prepare a list as
a large number of schools did not
register willingly to avoid different
types of restrictions.

"Most of the schools don't want
to register even afler receiving
letters tothatend several times.
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The authorities did not register
willingly In a bid (0 avoid registration
fees and newly imposed VAT, said M
Abbas Uddin, senior assisiant secre-
iaryof theeducation ministry.

NBR Raverbazar circle

Superintendent Officer Humayuh
Kabir '

ir said they are facing 2 lot of
troubles in making the list of English
medium schools, A great number of
authorities have a tendency to avoid
tkmprocedums,headded

In Rayerbazar circle --
Dhanmondi, Lalmatia, Rayerbazar
and Zigatala - we've found out
around 30 English medium schools
and some of those paid VAT in the
monthofjJuly,” Humayunsaid.

But a iatest list prepared hy ward
commissioners includes 51 English
medium schools in Dhanmondi and
Zigatalaalone.

+Many other local circle NRR
offices also could not figure out
number of all schools and offici
admirted they are yet to make a full
list of those institutions under their
jurisdiction,

“We can casily coflect revenue
from English medium schools in
time if we have a complete list,” said
Arcfa Begurn, superintendent officer
of Dhanmondiaircle. $he added that
only one English medium school
under her Katabon, Panthapath,
Science Lab and Hatirpool jurisdic-
tionhas pald VAT,

The carctaker government has
impaosed 4.5 percent VAT on English
medium schools and private educa-
tional institutions from the current

fiscalyear.
Following the budgel, school
utharitise hawus dereveacsdunsition
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nursery preparatory schools from
standard 1 to V. Regional education
offices of DSHE monitors the junior
Cambridge schools from standard VI
10 Vill. Sccondary and higher sec-
ondary education boards supervise
Cambridge and senior Cambridge
schoolsforOand Alevels.

All kinds of cducational institu-
tions are to be registered under the
Education Control Act, 1962. But
English medium schools do not fall
into the Act, as there were no such
ingtitutions in 1962,

Later, the Act has been amended
several times bint no specific nudes for
English mediumi schools were
indudedintheAct,

The Ministry of Fducation in
August 2004 decided that unregis-
tered English medium schools would
be asked to regisier under the .
Registration of Private School
{Amendment) Act, 1989, and the
Non-Government School (English
Medidm) Registration Regulations,
i

399,

;l“? officers of seven education
boards said English medium schools
should’ be brought under proper
accountability for containing “mis-
management” and “irregulantics” of
the authorities,

"Formudation of strict guidelines
for the English medium schools is
very much needed, but the school
mismanagement should also be
given certain freedom,” said Prof
Abdul Wadud, examination cantrol.
lerof Dhaka Education Board,

Thegavernmentisgoingto esiab-
lish a regaramory rule to oversee the
activitics of these schools but the
-process is advancing slowly due o,
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