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Advisers to be appointed soon, 4-party absent a

HAKMAWAT LITON

» Fakhruddin Ahmed, a former
overnor of the Bangladesh Bank,
ssumuod the office of chicef adviser
CA} to the non-party carctaker
overament yesterday based on a
onscnsus between the (wo major
olitical alliances, beginning the
cconstitution of the interim gov-
rmment.

President lajuddin Ahmed, who
n Thursday night had declared 2
iate of emergency across the
ountry and resigned frocn the past
£ CA amid a growing political crisis
wver the parliamentary election,
dministered the oath of his sue.
essor at a ceremony in
langabhaban Darbar Hall yester-
lay.

with Dr Fakhrnuddin's assump-
tan of the office of CA, resignation
{ Justice Fazlul Hague, who had
ieen acting as the CA following the
esignation of lajuddin, becamu

flective.

The president will now appoint

FROM PAGE 1

harcoued the oath taking ceremony
of lajuddin as the CA, protesting his
‘unconstitutional takcover of the
post’, attended yesierday's funciion
tn Bangabhaban,

Flanked by senior leaders of the
party and ks alifes the BNP chairper-
son on October 29 attended the
function of lajuddin taking over as
the CA, but none of them yesterday
turned up at the ceremony of Dr
Fakhruddin taking over as the CA
Leaders of BNP and its allies had ajso
bowcotted the oath taking ceremony
of CA Justice Latfur Rahman on july
[5,2001.

AL President Sheikh Hasina and
LDP President Prof Badruddoza
Chmwihv?' flanked by other senior
teaders of the partics and allics
attended CA Fakhruddin's oath
!akingocmmong;i

On;y Jatiyn Party Chairman HM
Ershad and some of his party leaders
attended buth the ceremonics on
October 29and vesterday.

Two former chiel advisers 1o
carctaker governments Justice
Habibur Rahman and Justice Latifur
Rahman, Nobel Laureate Professor
Muhammad Yunus, Chief justce
Syed IR Mudassir Husain., Acting
Chicf Election Comunissionet Justice
Mahfuzur Rahmarn, secretaries of
different ministries, chiefs of three
services of the armed forces, foreign
diplomats and other dignitaries also
anended the ceremony yesterday
evening.

Excepting the state run media
and a private news agency, joumal-
ists were not allowed in
Sangabhaban 1o cover the cere-
mony.

Cabinct Sccretary Ali Imam
Majumder conducted the cath
taking ceremony that lasted ten
minutes. Before administering the
oath. the president appointed Dr
Fakhruddin as the new CA ln accor-
dance with the Article 58 (C) of the

sanctintinn
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Nikhongchhari upazi

istrict carly yesterda
Acting on a tip-off
sers recovered thewe |

~ere kept hidden un

Al

Recovered arms
mortar shells, oncho
gne sawed-off rifke
rounds of bulict.

!!

Somali wa
agree to d
amid deac
gunbattle

AFP, Mogadishu

Key Somali warlords,
day 1o disarm their
join the governmi
breakthrough was
\ deadly gunbattie du:
brokered the accord.
Seven warords, v
most of Mogadishu t
Isiamist fighters in Ju
pact, even as foroes loy:
engaged in a firefigh |
forcesoutsidethetatks’
“The principle
contrelled parts o
proTe: Focus Baxcus capital have decidec
their weapons to th

President lajuddin Ahmed administers the oath of office to Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed as Chief Adviser tothe non- (4. o government,
patry caretaker government, /eft, at Bangabhaban yesterday.

Before appoinang e new CA,
negotiations took place between the
two major political alliances to reach
aconsensus on Dr Fakhruddin,

Amid the resignation of Iajuddin
from the post of CA and Dr
Fakhruddin's assumption of the
office, it has become a record in the
history of the system of caretaker
government introduced In 1996 by
amending the constitudon. This
tirme, the caretaker government has
already had two CAs and about to
have 24 advisers including the
would-beten advisers.

Since the assumption of the office
of CA, President Iajuddin had been
giving tise to incessant controversics
b]» 1.§dng“unilatcral decisions one
afteranotheronclectoralissues.

In the last 75 days. lajuddin
decided unilaterally three times 1o
deplc?r the armed forces, appointed
two election commissioners - one
of whom had been an aspiring BNP
candidaleid
the Election Commission (EC) make
a hurricd announcement of an
clection schedule. addressed the
nativa without consulting the advis-
ers. and transferred some high level
officials.

Besides, the president on severd
cecasions had remained reluctant to
resolve the pohitical crisis in accor-
dance with the council of advisers’
initiatives. He was cven adamam
about holding the January 22 parlia-
mentary election without participa-
ton of all major political partics,
ignoring repeated suggestions from
the advisers and donor agencies that
a 'one sided’ election will not be
credible.

As the EC had continued the
preparaton for holding the election
on January 22 in tine with the care.
taker government's pesition, AL-led

nd alliance announced a series of

lockades, hanals and siegesto resist

Fakhruddin new CA

the clection, iggering apprehen-
sionofviolence.

PROFILE OFNEWCA

r Fakhruddin Ahmed was bom in
Munshiganj. He obtained the first
ggsm‘on inhis dass (first class first) in

th BA (Hons) and MA from the

Department of Economics in Dhaka
University in 1960 and 1961. He
received another master's degree in
Development Economics from
Williams Colicge, USA and the
Doctorate Degree in Economics
from Princeton University,

He stasted his career as a lecturer
of Economics in Dhaka University.
Later. he joined the civil service of
Pakistan, He served the government
until 1978 when he joined the World
Bank where he served until 2001. He
joined asthe governor of Bangladesh
Bankin 2001 and hiscontractexpired
onApril 30,2005,

He has been the managing direc-
tor of Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF), country's apex
micro-finance organisation, since
june1,200s.
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