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Act-drafted to remove 'unholy
practices' in pvt universities

SURANIITH DEABNATH

Theinterim governmentis going to
formulate the Private University
Act, 2007 making it mandatory for
each private university lo have a
singlc campus, & deposit of Tk 25
crore as FDR, less than one-fourth
pari-time teachers, and stop offer-
ingmedical degrees.

The Act is being formulated in
the wake of allegations that many
private universities are involved in
unholy practices like selling certifi-
cates and offering sub-standard
education.

According to the draft law,
authorities of the universitics
violating the faw will be sentenced
to 3 five-year simple imprisonment

orafineofTk 10iakhorboth.

"We've already prepared the
draft of the Private University Act,
2007 and forwarded it to the educa-
tion ministry,” said Prof Nazrul
Islam, chairman of University

~ Grangs Commission (UGC).

“The education ministry has
also sentthe draft to the law minis-
try, which may change some niles
and regulations before placing it to
the advisory council meeting,.” Prof
Islamadded”’

"At any day the draft is likely to
be approved at & meeung of the
advisory council,” said a high
official ofthe education ministry.

Private universities came into
operation in the country in 1992
under the Private University Act,

1992. Later, the law was amended
in 1998.

Exploiting the loopholes in the
existing Act, 1992 and the
Amendment, 1998, a number of
dishonest people established some
private universities where certifi-
cates of different degrees are alleg-
edly sold without imparting quality
education.

In light of the proposed Act, the
UGC has already declared ilegal
branches of 56 foreign universities,
around 100 outer campuses and 40
private medical colleges. The UGC
has also asked them to stop enroll-
ingstudents from this year.

The BNP-Jamaat alliance gov-
ernment first formed a six-member
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committee led ‘by present Law
Adviser Mainul Hosein in 2003 to
probe irregularities of the private
amiversities.

The commitice placed several
recommendations including shaut-
down of cight private universitics.
However, most of the recornmenda-
tions were shelved due apparently 16
political pressures by the then minis-
ters, legislators and bureaucrats.

The caretaker govemment has
taker: several measures aimed at
promoting a sound leaming atmo-
sphere and quality education, espe-
cially highereducation.

The move to form a new Act for
private universitics is an ¢ffort in this
direction, sources in the education
ministry say.

BAN ONMEDICAL PACULTY

Huge allegations, especially about
selling medical certificates, have
been raised against the private uni-
versities so far Following these
aliegations. the proposed Act bans
operation of any medical faculty in
privdicuniversities.

As per the proposed law, no pri-
vate universities will be entided 10
offermedical degrees.

CAMPUS

According to the proposed Act, no
outer or external campuses, even in
the name of study or admission
centres, canbesetup.

Under the new law, a private
univessity has to maintain only onc
campus, whether in Dhaka or else.
where,

However, the proposed Act
relaxes the resuriction on possession
of campus land. Now a private uni.
versity has to have minimum two
acres, which was five acres provi
ously.

But the universities will have to
get permisston from the govermnment
and depositan extra Tk 2 crore before
expandingthe campus, ifnecessary.
BANONPART-TIMERS
The Act also restricts the number of
pan-time foculty members. Pan-
timers should not exceed 20 percent
of the faculties of a private unfversity.
Besides, a publicuniversityteacheris-
notentitled towork asa part-timer or
consultant in more than one private
university.

UGC sources say around 2,000
public university teachers are

engaged in pan-time activities with
different private universities.

"Both the public and private
universities are being affected as one
can be a pant-timer in more than one
university Those who are doing part-
tme jobs in several "aniversities
cannot give sufficient time to their
mother institution,” the UGC chair-
manobserved.

FIXED DEPOSIT RECEIPT
Proviously, onty Tk § crore had 1o be
deposited as FDR {fixed deposit
receipl} for operating a private uni-
versity. But the proposed Act
increases theamountto Tk 25 crore.
ADMINISTRATION

According to the new Act, the presi-
dent will be the chancellor of all
privatc universities. A professor
having 20 years of academic experi-
ence i§ eligible to become the vice-
chancelior.

Besides, private universitics will
have 10 hold regular mectings of
syndicate, academic council, eutric-
ulum commirtee, financial commit-
tee and teachers recruitment com-
mittee. All of these bodies wilt have 1o
be formed acconding to the nules of
Dhaka University.

PRIVATE UNTVERSITIES SAY

Leaders of the Association of Privale—

Universities of Bangladesh have
meanwhile strongly protested
against the government move, say-
ing some of the rules in the proposed
Act will change the basic structure of
the privitc universities.

"We welcome the caretaker gov-
emment i they make the move to
amend the Private University Act,
1992 and Amendment, 1998 There is
no need to formulate a new Act for
operating the private universities,”
said Abu Quasem Hatder, vice-
president of the Assoctation and
founder chairman of Eastern
University.

“The government should with-
dmwd;eproposedl’tiwawvnjversity
Act, 2007, he added.

Prof M Alimullah Miyan, vice.
chanceller of International
University of Business Agriculture
and Technology. shot down the idea
ofthenewlaw.

The caretaker government is
going ta make the law without con-
sulting the representatives of the
private universities, which is not
right, hcadded, - .




