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Toﬁgher movement planned

DU students oppose
Yunus’ presence as
convocation speaker

:

DU Correspondent

Teachers and students of the
Dhaka University (DU} strongly
opposed  the presence of Nobel
i anreate Prof. Muhammad Yunus
as the convocation speaker term.
ing him a controversial person.
They are now going for tougher
movements in this regard. But the
DU authorities have been showing
rigid mentality to make him con-
vocation speaker. The convoca.
tion is scheduled 10 be held dn
February 28.

The general students wilt hold 2
news comference at  Modhu's

Canteen today (Saturday) to press
home thejr demand.

Eatlier,  Chhatra  Sangram
Parishad (CSP} a combine of 14
party-backed studem  orpanisa-
tions a! a meeting at Shahid Asad
auditorium in the city on Thurs.
day with BCL presidert Mahmud
Hasan Ripon in the chalr urged
the university authoritics not to
iwite Dr. Muhammad Yunus as
the convocation speaker,

They satd that Prof. Yunus has
disqualified himsell from being
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the convocation speaker by an.
nouncing the formation of a po-
litical party.

j5D-backed Chhatra League
President Shariful Kablr Swapan,
General  Seerctary Al Hasan
Tarun. Bangladesh Chhmra Mol
tree President Rafiqui Islam Sujon,

Generat Secretary Mukiar Hossain -

Nehid end Jatiya Chhatra Dhara
General Secretary Jewe! Ahmed
Khan were present at the meeting,

Controversies  arose  over
whether Muhemmad  Yunus
should be invited to the ¢convoca-
tions afier the siahwarts of Avami
League-packed ™ Bluv-ranel wia
mecting of the academic council
last week opposed his presence
accusing of him of waging vinslemt
campalgns againsi politicians.

The issue was npol on
agenda of the meeting but the
Dean of Socia) Science Faculty
Prof. Haruti-Ur Rashid wanted to
ik on the issue and opposed
Yunus's presence saying he had
kicked up controversies. General
Secretary of DUTA Prof. Anwar
Hossain and Prof. Sadcka Halim
also opposed the decision.

A" Blue-Panel” rcacher, Harun.
Ur Rashid told the meeting that
they had agreed in the mecting of
the council which was held on
Ociober last year to the proposal
to invite Muhammad Yunus as the

. convocation speaker. Bui now the

situstion has changed. as Yunus
has become a controversial per-
son. He does not deserve 1o be
awarded doctor of Laws degree.

Teachers belonging 1o Pro-
Awami-League * Blue-Panel™, Left
Leaning ~ Pink-Pancl™ and BNP-
Jamat * White-Pancl® ieachors
opposed the dechion (0 make
Yuus the convocation speaker. A
72 hour ultimatom given to the VO
by “ Blue™ and “Pink” panel 1cach-
ers ended on Thursday but the
Vice-chancellor Prof. § M A Faiz
remained rigid on his decision.

According 1o sources, the stu-
dents who will attend the convo-
cation are distributing leaflers
among the students demanding
cancellation of the decision.

Former President of Dhaka
University Teachers Association
{DUTA) Prof. A A M § Arefln Sid-
ditue said that. * We agreed 1o the
proposal to invite Muhammad
Yunus as the convocation speaker
and we awarded him Doctor of
Laws degree but now Yunus is no
fonger an acceptable person to
deliver the convocation speech as
he had maligned the politicians
and has ajready launched his own
political pany. DU Vice:
Chancellor Prof. S M A Falz sald
thal, most of the teachers spoke in
favour of Muhemmaed Yunus's
presence &t the convocation as he
had been selected by the same
councll n recognition to his win.
ing the Nobel Peace Prize.

Former Malaysian Prime Min.
ister Dr. Mahathir Mohammad
was the convocation speaker &1
the 42 th convocation of DU In
2004.

the -

|



