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Plea to hold DUCSU polls
during CG tenure

Demands for the election of

Dhaka University Central Srudents -

Union {DUCSV) appears 10 he
tesurfacing again among ordinary
studenis after years of pause as

- the country's premier campus has

not seen activities of the crucial

student forum for over two dec-
ades, reports 3SS,

" “itappears thas the Dhaka Uni-

vorsity loses its traditional aca-

demic character for want of the

cemiral students union,” said Ma-

mun Ahmed student of economics
depanment.

The ordinary students as well as
university authorities. he said, are

[frequendy facing different prob-

lems, which could have been set-
ded with a vibrant DUCSU as stu-

dents unions are supposed to be-

the most effective academic forum

of any university across the world.
“The absence of DUCSU has

contributed to the rise of un-

two decades when muscles in-
stead of intellect dominated the
campus,” sald Nasim Ahmed. a
final year student of English do-
partment.

Dhaka University saw its last
central students union election in
late cightics as usual for one-year
tenure amid a differont political
circumstance as the country at
that time was witnessing a grow-
ing campaign againge autocratic

" holding sports. debate com;serl'
, tons, dramas and musical
Pvals on the campus under the

hcal:hy student politics in the past

rule.

Ducsu polls
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But even alier the insiallation of
successive  democmtic povern.
ments, litde mbdatives were 1nken

the “unfavorable tampus sitya-
tion”.

A nuwmber of senior university
students said the student organi-
zations backed by major political
pariies played the role of DUCSU
pretending o stand by an ordi-
~nary siudemt providing a vaiuable

* seat in dormitorics in exchange for

loyalty tw their poljiics.

"We have seen cven a worse
scene when a political studen
orgaiization evict ordinary stu-
dents from the dormitories to be
replaced by’ non-siudent  hooli-
gans or outside armed cadres.”
said Zafarullah Sohiel, a student of
Intermarional  Relations Depart-
ment.

Severa! teachers of the univer-
sity ngreed that the muscle flexing
“cadres” would not have got ac-
cess 10 the campus or the halls

had the DUCSU was in place 10-

see the problems of the commob
siudents.

“A central sindent union or the
hall suident unions arc  also
needed for the healthy enlertain-
ment practices and cuitural ac.
tivitles on the campus, of which
Dhaka University remained de-

said Prol Araur Rabiman a senior
Professor of Polisical Science De.

. pariment.

He recalled the vibrant cultural
and cxira academi: activities like

esti-

auspices of DUCSU and hall swu.-
dont unions when Dhaka Univer-

©sity said to hove witnessed its

golden times despite various diffi-

" eultis. .
"The more dangerous thing 45
that the abscnce of an clected

_studeni forum like DUCSU feads:

the student organizations 1o be

unaccountable and as = result
instead of mobilizing ‘studemt
supports they tend to dominate
the campus with muscle power,”
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A former Dhaka University sw.
dent and senate mumber prefer.
ring anonymity said the widely
criticized  “unhealthy  teachers
politics” also was encouraged in
the abscnee of the elected stu-
dents forum, .

“The election of DUCSU will
deﬁnltely will have a positive im-
pact in restoring accountability of
teachers as well as the studenis
groups as they won't take the risk

- of losing popularity through unfair
practices,” he said.

Analysts said the DUCSU in the
past also played a crucial and
glorious political role at the time
of naticnal transitions like the
1971 liberation War while in dif-
ferert political scenario it could
now play an effective role in
shaping the campus atmosphere
befitting for the university, once
known as the Oxford of the East,

“The current tenure of che
carctaker government is an ap-
propriate time 1o hold a healthy
election of DUCSY without politi-
caj influence,” said Shamim Asgar,
a student of Political Sclence De‘
gartment

. prived for the past iwo decades,”

(Nee Page 1S Col 6)

e ——

74—



