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WEP assists schoo

feeding programme

The Uanited Natons World
Fuod Programme (WFP) recenily
taunched a School Feeding pro-
gramme in Panchagarh district
cuveriag morc than 140,000
primary school students, with
assistance from the Government
of Australia. The programme will
provide children with a daily mi-
cro-nutrient fortified ration in

" the form of High Encrgy Biscuils

(HEB).

The objectives of the School
Feeding programme are to in-
crease school enrolment and at-
tendance, improve the auention
span and learning capacity of
students by allevisting short-
term hunger. snd support the al-
leviation of microputrient deli-
cicncies. The School Feeding
programme in Panchagarh is be-
ing undertaken in close collabo-
ration with the Unicef ideal pro-
ject, says a Press release,

The Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Deputy Diccctor
of Primary Education. Rajshahi
Division, Md. Abdu Lagl and
Australian High Commissioner.
Lerraine Barker. WFP
Representative Douglas Casson
Coutts. and James Jennings.
Chiel Child Development and
Education. Unicef were amonyg
the key notc speakers. inaugurat-
ing the School Feeding
Programme in  Goleh
Government Primary School of
Kamat Kajaldigi Union, Safar
Thana Panchagarh,

Since its faunch in 2000 5 o

" pilor School Feeding projecy for

225000 school children in
Flood-damaged south-western
Bangladesh. the WFP
Bangladesh Schoo! Feeding pro-
gramme has become one of the
argest School Feeding pro-
grammes in the world. with
nearly 1.2 million primury

schoo! children in Bangladesh.
The programme now also covers
children in the. urban stums of -
Dhaks. and in Kurigram and
Laimonirhat districts.

WFP has allocated a wtal of
160.000 metric tons of wheat 1o

run the School Feeding pro- -

gramme untif 2004. More than
200 miltion food rations will be
locally produced and distributed
daily to each student autendin

school, ot a daily cost of 7 U

cents per child. The Govemment
of Australia continues to be one
of the main contributing donors
10 the ‘School Feeding and other
WEP assisted programmes in
Baagladesh.

WFP's works in food and nutri- |
tion-insecure arcus. where cducy.
Atonal problems are exacerbaited |
by extreme poveny. severe food |
shortuge at the -houschald fevel, |

o und lmnger and poor hcahih of

children. Many of the children |
Huimg in these areas are vomsigd-
vred “ultra-poor” living on @ divt
under 1,800 Keal a day and defi-
cient in cnergy. protein and mi-
cronutrients. Rt is alse recog-
nised that the lowest levels of
academic achicvement and pro-
formance fall heavily on children
from poor und ultra poor house-
holds. ‘

WFP is the United Nations
froni-hine agency in the - fight
agiinst glohni hunger. In 2001
WEP fed more than 73 miilion
people in 84 coumries including
mast of the world's refupees and
imernally displuced poople,

WEP Global Schoot Feeding
Campaign— As the largest
provider of nuiritious moals 10
poor schaol children, WFP hus
{aunched o global campaign
aimcd at ensuring the world's 300
million undernourished children
are cducmed. -
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