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. Timeto énsure permanent
5 campus compliance

THE law requires private universities to maove to their own
| - permanent Campus after seven years of operation, Regrettably,
i, however, as New Age reported on Thurs8ay on the basis of g
Universitijrants Commission report placed at a meeting of
- the parliémentary standing committee on education ministry ¢
I onWednesday, out of 52 such private universities, only 17 now
", have their own campuses while nine others partially operate on -
. their own campuses. Hence, most private universities are set to - -
T " miss yet ancther deadline for having a permanent campus. What .
is more regrettable is that only two of them have so farmetall .
! the criteria set by the commission to get permanent certificates ¥
" as private universities, Moreover, as the acting chairman of the
committee is quoted to have said, they are going to suggest
extension of the deadline once again. tt can be recalled here that
- inJanuary 2014 lthe education ministry asked the universities

. already missing two deadiines to move 1o their own campuses by

|| September 15, 2015. Additionally, while extending the deadline,
" the minister repeated hig promise to take stern action against
the private universities for further missing the deadiine.
. Jhe government's failure to take the promised stemn action
. againstthe errant universities, that too on several occasions, i
| indéed,finforces the widespread public perception that itis ;

: 'urirtuarlyj Inwillirig to streamtine the offending universities. It is

v alithe more so because r ports have it that owners of private

i universities, in general, enjoy a huge clowt, financial and political,
} whijg"many of the errant universities are owned by people -

' directly finked to the ruling party. It is important to note that

. the government has even failed to live up to its words given i

J
‘ 0n several occasions on closing down the Hlegal campuses of
|

e ) S

8 good number of universities casting uncertainties over the

o

.. academic lives of thousands of students, in particular. There are
! still a number of private universities, allegedly involved in crimes -
| suchas selling higher degree certificates under the nose of the
ministry leaving the sector’s image, national and international,
s'everefy tarnished. No doubt, many of those universities
tontinue with operation because of stays from court in case of
any punitive government action against them. But it is also true
|~ that the edlication ministry, in many cases, has till date failed to
! take serious steps to have the stay vacated.

The permanent Campus of an educationa] institution with
adequate manpower and logistics, in particular, is important
for various reasons that include ensuring proper academic
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number of whose f%r:fg'lies belonging to the middleincome groups
P, have to struggie to miahage the education expenses. Overall, - .
there is little soﬁpe ﬁﬂ}my compromise on the compliance with
the existing priviate | university law, crucial for ensuring at least a ,
minimum level.of quality education in the, sector. T




