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UNCERTAINTY is looming
over publication and distri-
bution of 7.41 crore copies of
secondary textbooks in time
after a paper mill refused to
sign contract with National
Curriculum and Textbook
Board and another mill is
delaying supply of paper to
the board.

Over the last five years,
distribution of textbooks to
the students on January 1
was seen as one of the suc-
cesses of the government.
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- MAF Newsprint Mills'
Limited and TK Chemical
Complex Ltd ~ along with
state-owwned Karnaphuli Pa-
per Mills won the bidding
for supplying 17,500 tonnes
of paper to NCTB for print-
ing 7.41 crore copies of sec-
ondary textbooks for 2016,
*'TK Chemical Complex
Ltd which won the bidding
for providing 5,000, tonnes
of paper did not §ign the
contract for uneWplzined
reasons while MAF News-
print Mills Limited, which
woir the bidding for 9,500
tonnes of paper, did not start
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supplying paper till Sun-
day.’ said a top official of the
NCTB.

MAF  Newsprint Mills
Limited was supposed to
supply 200 tonnes, bf paper
daily to NCTB from July 1.

The official said that TK
Chemical's refusal’ to sign
the contract would force the
NCTB to retender the supply
of5,000 tonnes of paper and
the process would require
until October while the new
bid winners would need at
least two months to supply
the paper thus the whole
process of printing and dis-

Ltd did noy sign the contact
till June 24 and did not even

show any reason for j{ ga;:
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tribution might be delayed
until December.

‘Supplying textbooks to
the ,1.12" crore secondary
students on January 1, 2018
s uncertain as the NCTB
has to reach the books to
the schools and madrassahs
through the upazila educa-
tion offices,” the official said.

Confirming the matter,
NCTB . member texthooks
Ratan Siddique’ said that
the board had already con-
fiscated the Tk 1 crore cau-
tion money deposited by TK
Chemical Complex Ltd and
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