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Primary school dror;out?\<
“in CHT must be arrested .

” PRIMARY schiool dropouts in the Chittagbng Hill Tracts, reported
{1 B9 per cent in 2012. béing higher than the national rate, calcu-

. lated at 26 per cent by primary education officials, is a pointer

. 10 the government's negligence towards one of the fundamental
: prificiples of the state policy, as taid outin the constitution, of }
. having measures in place to extend compulsory education to aj‘l-_w

" children and to relate education to the needs of society. Educa- '
| “tionalists and educationists, as a New Age report pubtishedon .~ '
¥ Sunday said, put down this disproportionate primary school drop-
i

| out’among the national minorities to the fact that a majority of
. the schools in the three hill districts do not use the stuggnt's first,
! iahguage as the medium of instruction. Less than 10 per cent .-+ |
} of the 1,561 government primary schools, which have 2.17 lakh
! students enrolied, have multilingual education system; inaddi . !
! tion, 132 pre-primary schools, which receive UNDP suppo'rt,pffer.g i
i multiingual educhtion with texts prepared in 12 national minority
| languages. Other reasons.blamed, by rights activists, for.the high*
3 dropouts are the distance 'of schools, communications problems ; B
| and unfavourable social environment. ' S
*  All this shows that the governmint has not straightened the L
:1 issues that have so far constraired education of the national N
2. inorities in the hilf districts. in additjon to struggling to reach*. "
| schools regularly on time, mostly becauge of the distance of . 1
| schools and communications problems, the students continueﬁgﬁ? .
. fo struggle with understanding texts, in Bangla, and classroom =
- teaching, mostly imparted by teachers from the Bengali commu-
i nity. The government has already missed an early 2014 deadtine
¢ for printing primary textbooks in six languages for national minor-
¢ ity students, with plans to gradually print ‘textbooks for students
K .up to Class Hl in the languages. After missing the deadline. sef in
: 2012, the government has now extended the deadiiné till 2016, .
y forfive of the languages earlier decided, that too at a slow pace

- caused, as the officials involved said, by a controversy regarding

the option of Roman or Bangla letters 10 be used in writing Santa-

r li, the Iénguagé used by the Santals who are said 10 number more
. than 1,50,000 in Bangladesh. It is ime that the government un-
", derstood that, as education research suggests, students taught
‘in the language used at home and within the community for the
. initial years of their lives, are more likely to succeed in school and
. tend to develop better thinking skills while such a situation helps
- parents to participate in their chitdren's learning, thus, stopping
. much of the dropouts caused by language barrier. )
t -Under the circumstances, itis an immediate imperative for the
: government to seriously attend to the schooling of nationat minor-

+ ity children, by removing all the obstacies, primarily education in

- the first languages. The government needstodothistoliveupto 7
its constitutional obligations and to its commitment to Ekushey
February, now International Mother Language Day which meansto ",
* promote linguistic diversity and mu ttilingualism, and to remain true

to the aspirations for linguistic pluralism that has guided the nation .

' from the language movement to the emergence of Bangladesh. J.
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