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Cdn ministry \}
“mulls creating ,
| senior
! Y,
| professor post -

Mohiuddin Alamgir
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EDUCATION minister Nu-
rul Islam Nahid on Monday
held two unschelduled meet:
ings with prime minister
and finance minister in a hid
to reach a satisfactory solu-
 tion to the crisis over a sepa
_ Tate pay scale for university |
{ teachers and review of the -
‘ new pay scale. i
" Top officials of the edu-
Pcation ministry have said
. they are in discussion with |

finance ministry about "cre-
ation of a post of senior pro-
fessor equivalent to the senior

secretary level as a solution to

" . the ongaing problem.

. Atan additional secretary

i level meeting, they proposed

creating the post at public
universities keeping senic:li
professors and senior sec

; Continued on page 2 Col. 2

e ————r . . T vy
»
'Edn min;
) Continued from page 1
taries on the same pay
scale. .

There are’ about 3,400
professors at the 38 public
universities and 25 per cent

{ them are eligible to get se-
lection grade on the basis of
seniority.

All these teachers who
are eligible for selection
. grade will be senior profes-

sor,” said an additional sec-
- retary of education ministry.
' Education ministry addji-
lional secretary (university)
Henlal Uddin “on Monday
said that creation of senjor
. Dbrofessor post was under
discussion.
* On Monday, after the
. Iegular cabinet meeting, the
education minister held an
- unscheduled meeting with
prime minister Sheikh Ha-
sina at cabinet division and
- later finance minister AMA
I Muhith held a one-to-one
! meeting with Nahid at edu-
catic « ministry,
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Cabinet $ources said Na-
hid briefed the prime min-
ister on the ongoing move-
ment of public university
teachers agitating for a sepa-
rate pay scale and review of
the new pay scale.

After the cabinet mdet-
ing, Muhith went-to the
education ministry «in the
afterncon but none of the
ministers agreed fio talk ‘to
reporters about what they
had discussed. .

- A close aide to the educa-
tion minister, however, said
both prime minister and
finance minister had dis-
cussed about an alternative
solution to the problem,

Teachers of public upi-
versities have been on the
street since May 14 préssing
their four-point demands
=— @ separate pay scale and
review of the new pay scale,
keeping senior professors
and senior secretaries on the
Same pay scale, an identical
payment ‘and benefits for
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teachers as enjoyed by the
same grade government off;- ]
cials, and proper placement
of the teachers in the war-
rant of precedence. .

While observing a full-
day work abstention, the .
teachers on September 17¢
threatened to boycott the
upcoming admission tests
of the public universities if
their demands were not met.
The teachers abserved simj-
lar programmes on Septem-
ber 8 and 13.

Public university teachers
in a meeting with the educa-
tion minister on Saturday
demanded specific move .
towards resolving the crisis
centring their pay scale be- |
fore Eid ul-Azha, !

They also demanded for-
mation of a commission in -
this regard to recommend a
separate pay scale for them,

Nahid  assured  them
of addressing the crisis
through talks with people
concerned.
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