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MAIORITY of the pnmarv
schools in the. Chittagong
Hill Tradts do not instruct lo-
‘cal students in their respec-
 tive ethnic mother tongues,
leading to a disproportionate
drepout rate among the eth-
nic minority students}’

Barring about 10 per cent
schools affiliated to NGOs,
most other schools have
failed to introduce multi-
lingual education (first-lan-
guage-first sysiem of educa-
tion). The government also
failed to deliver on its prom-
ise to publish and distribute
textbooks in ethnic languag-
es for the pre-primary class
by January 2014, ‘

National Curriculum and
Textbook Board chairman
™ Narayan Chandra Pal and
member (primary) Abdul
Mannan said the govern-
ment has now planned to

Absence. of mother tongue—based
- textbooks blamed
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According to sreports.
‘submitted by district pri-
mzuy education officers of
“the “three, hill districts —
Ranganiuti, Khagrachari and !
Bandarban # to  Ministry
of Chittagéng }Phll Tracts "
Affairs, only /125 primary |
sthools out of 1561 in CHT)
area have mother tongue_
based® Multi-Lingual Edu-

cation (MLE) system at the )
pre-primary level.
DPEQs sent the report )

“as prime minister, Sheikh

Hasina, asked the Ministry
of Chittagong -Hill Tracts
Affairs officials to ensure
mother, tongue based edu- !
cation beside . Bangla for
+national minority chx]drenl
‘during a visit to the ministry 3
in September 2014.

DFEOs said that 98 pri- |
mary schools of Bandarban, |
15 schools of Rangamati and
10 schools of Khagrachari
follow the MLE system.

- publish texthooks in five
! languages of national minor-

-ities in 2016. |

schools in the three hill

. Of the 1,561 primaryl|
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districts, 600 are at Ranga-
mati, 621 in Khagrachan
and 340 in Bandarhan, and

there are 2.17 lakh students

enrolled at these schools,
said officials.

Besides, UNDP under its
Chiliagong Hill Tracts De-

velopment Facility pro;cct“‘

had fupported MLE systemt, *

In*332 schools at the pre:-

primacy level.. Material has.
been developed in 12 ‘CHT
languages. o
Educ‘uhon activists said
in absence of MLE, hill stu-
dents are suffering -a lot,
Children of nallonal minori-
ties at school struggle with

Bengali text and the ¢ teachers.

from the Bengali commu-
nity.

In the three hill tracts (hs-
tricts, the average dropout

rate from primary was 59.

per cent, a Manusher Jonne
foundation study said in
September 2012, According
lo the Directorate of }’nma-
Education, the national
clropout rate is 26 per cent.
According to the sindw

64 per cent of the teachers
in the: three districts use and
speak Bangla while taking
classés, 27 per cent ¢f them
usé poth Bangla and the lan-
guagies of thé ethnic groups,
and nine per cent uses the
languages of the, ethnic
grotips exclusively. ‘

“"he report quoted 70+per.
ccn{ of the teachers as stat-..

ing the text book¥: do rati:gy
reﬂccl md;oenous peoples¢

/ ot sdehe

way of life.
: Avrighl activist and writer
Tandra Chakma! who was
ergaged in the
* said that distance of schools,
tommunication  problem,
language” barrier-and unfa-
vourable school  enviren-
nment were some of the rea-
son of the high drop out in
the area,

Parbatya Chattagram Jana
tamhati  Samity informa-
tion and publicity - secretary
Mangal Kimar Chakma said
the government agreed in
the CHT accord to provide
ndigenous children  with
primary educahon m lheu

mrthor lammona 1.

MJF study 3

tiative h‘ls been taken so far.

Bandatban district pri-
mary education officer Riton
Kumar Barua said most of
the students of the hill area
schools are iroin national
minorities and many of the
teachers -are from Bengah

. conunumhes
Boolgs of hill com.mum- :

‘ties;

! _a,’nguagc is ‘Hiust for
J‘é\nsmn of educa‘(lon‘and
rkee}m sludents at- schooL
> cs‘ud‘ ¥

‘:., \dost the pnmarv
schools folJowmg MLE sys-
tem do it with’ support from
‘NGOs,:he said.

The' govefnmem had tak-
el up plah in 2012 to pub-
lish tmctbooks for children of
natlonal minorities or ethnic
groups Jnsixsuch lanouages
lowgfds the beamnmg of
2014104

The primary and mass
education ministry in Octo-

_ber 2012 decided to publish

1éxtbooks in.the six languag-
es. A national comunittee
is-vorking on it beside the
\CI‘B lechnical commitiee.

January 2014 deadhne as the
commiltee appointed for the
task had been slow and alsg
because of a controversy
over which of the Roman
and the Bangla alphabets to
employ to write Santali.

The government has now
planned to publish the’te'd
books in five ]anguaoeo— . ul"’
Santali, in 2016 °

NCTB officials said lhev
would first publish  text-
books for pre-primary stu-
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dents and would gradually |

move on to Class II[,

NCTB member (primary)
Abdul Mannan said they
were making progress in

the work. ‘We are at the fi- i

nal stage of preparations on |

writing the textbooks and |
will commence following a
workshop,'

According to a- 2011

-household census, 17.84 ,000

people belong to 27 national
minority groups while lead-
ers of such groups, who call
themselves ‘indigenous,’
claim that they, accounting
for 50 lakh veonle. halana ta |



