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Coachingcentres _
Education goirg;g the wrongway

N eminent educationist has held private coachi
centresesponsible for the deterioration of the qu:
ity of education in thé’) country. He has furth
observed that the coaching céntres are involved in all so:
of unethical activities, includingleakage of question pape!

Now, the proliferation of coachingtesitres, which has re
dered many schools and colleges almost rédundant, isalo
identified problem. But no worthwhile measures have be
adopted so far to contain it for the benefit of all concernt
Obviously, the problem originates from the unmistakat
truth that most of the schools or colleges, even in the cities,
not impart the kind of education that students need for doi
well in exams. The teachers themselves are found to
involved in the business of setting up coaching centres a
compelling their students to attend it. The poor guardia
find themselves in a very awkward position, as they know tt
good results are as important as acquiring knowledge
today's context. And they do not want their wards to devel
any kind of antagonism with their teachers. Only that ¢
explain the mushroom growth of coaching centres at the ¢
.of education based on moral and ethical values.

Coaching centres favour the'affluent, as money becon
the sole determinant factor in the developmentofas
dent's academic career. The honest and the less afflus
suffer as they can neither pay the hefty amounts charged
such centres, nor can they send their children to the b
schoolswhere tuition fees are too high.

The education system based on coaching centres has c
tainly led to crass commercialisation of education, with all
concomitant ills. Is this a problem that we will have tolive w
perpetually? A plethora of suggestions and recommendatic
have come our way insofar as lessening the influence of s1
parallel educational institutions is concerned. Obviously,
rot set in long ago and it might just not be easy to set thi
right quickly. Most of the schools do not have good teach:
and the situation is critical in rural areas. This is the crux of
problem which has to be addressed inright earnest. Teach
has to be turned into an acceptable, if not lucrative, proi
sion. The education authorities must be aware of the ac
shortage of Qualified téachers, but they have.not yet s
ceeded in creating the conditions where we will have qualif
and capable school and college teachers. A breakthroug]
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