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ECONDARY Educauion
Diviston of UNESCO and
the Nanonal Commssion
of the People's Repubhc of
China for UNESCO orgamzed an
international ¢xpert meeung on
Gencral  Seccondary  School
Educution at Beyang on 2125
Muy. 2001 10 the 2ist contury:
Trends.  Challenges  and
Priontics. High level officials
1rom  Ministry of Educanon.
dicectly responsshle for General
Sccondury Education from the
teast developed and most highly
populated countrics to the
developing and developed
nations, namciy Bangladesh.
Canada, China, uinea.
Lebanon., Mexico, Russian fed
eration and South Afnica were the
| invitees participants n the
mecting. Two international ex-
‘petts n the fietd of Secondary
Educatton reforms were invited
to participate in the meeting 1o
share informauan and expen-
ence in the field the Natonal
Commission of Peoplc's
Republic of Ching handled all
the logistics and assisted in the
| preparation of drafung of the
meching by three expens.
i The objecnive of the meeting
+ was 10 sdentfy the major Trends
w General Secondary Education,
the chailenges that are being
faced by different couninics at
the comrencement of New
Century and the priotny of arcas
10 be acted upon.
Following the Jomucn,
Thailand (5-9 March 1990)
world dectatation on Educauon
for ail. Education for all summt
in Delhi (16 Dec. 199)) and
+ Dakar Declaration {26-28 Apryl
2000) number of adolescent
have been increased for seeking
enroiment in Secondary
Education and Contemporary so-
cieties are becoming more com-
pics and numerous challenges

enroiment between 1970 and
1997 has been spectacular, in
many countncs have risen 1o
two or three times and this pro-
cess have become umiversal both
0 richest and poorest. Parent’s
New. Trends to choose 1o have
1heir cheldren carry on their stud-
ies up to higher secondary level
have been marked both in
Northern and Southern hemi-
sphere. 1t s no longer reserved.
as tn the past for the fortunate
minonty So with the advent of
much sccondary enrolment @ new
.apptoach of secondary education

rends In

are emerging. The ncrease n
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establishment, with 3 new chen-
telc and new missions (o be ful-.
filled TMs mass cnrolment has
not always been furnished-and
fabncated with the requisite fund
allocation 10 provide adequale
conditions for leaming and pave
the way of a pupls an nconve-

mem journcys (0 school withoul
proper nfrastructure. lewrning
matcrials and with nsufficient

" teaching staff or staff without

necessary skitls.

Secondary Educaunon has func-
tions other
pupils for mgher education.
Studems need life skilis, study
skilis and responsible behaviour
in one hand and on the other
hand young people’s tesponsi-
biliy for the socicty and their
integrity 1n the wor?d of work.
D:fferent states have started to
feel the dire necessity 1o embark
on reforming General Secondary
Education with 8 modification of
“Yraditional Schools™. The mas-
sive ntroduction of new tech-
nologies. where inteliectual’ op
erations take precedence over
manual manoevring, may lead o
questioning the policy of setam-
ing vocational ‘trumng 1n the
sccondary school. when pupils
could learn requisue general
knowledge. Modernization of
Fducation though innovation In
the modes of operation of 1cach-
ing methods with. many adapta-
von to cope with the develop-
ment of knowledge and techno-
logical advancement musi be
achieved. With these considera-
tions Beijing expert mecting
was arranged with the thematic
dehate on 1) General Sccondary
Education V5. Diversificd
vocational Educanon. 2) Mass
access VS, sclection competis
tiveness, 3) Knowlcdge based
Instructions VS. behavioural and
skills education.

Secondary Education may be
considered as the educational
opporiunitics available to ado-
lescents, though adolescents

have no fixed age limits: yet it .

15 refered 10 it as the span of hfe
between twelve and twenty. It is
the entension of basic education
and provide guiding and promot-
ing the development of normai
indivaduals who were not pre-
pared 1o participate cffectively
i socicty or were not ready for
the specialized work for produc-
tive objectives.

In Bangladesh sccondary edu-
canon is divided unto three ¢y-

than prepanng

cles: Junior Secondary (3) years,

Grade-Vi-VIiE, Sccondary (2

years. Grade.-3X-X) and mgher
secondary (2 years, Grade XI-
XH). Bslammic instruchion bascd
Institution like Dakml and Ahm
Madrasha correspondent paraliel
1o sccondary and mgher scc-
ondary cducational nstitutions
respectively. From statpsticat
point of view at of 9.4 million
secondary students .Madrasha
constitutes sbout 1/4th in terms
of entolment, A glut- of
Madrasha centificate holders of
Dakhil and Alim float i the Job
Market with poor foundation of

knowledge of modern iwcchaol-
ogy. bevause of posing under-
cmrhasuzc of devetopment of
skills and aptitudes. Moreover,
opportunity of lateral entry

. Madrasha pupils to the tertiary

cducation pulling down the stan-
dard of university cducativn of
madernage; that i3 absent 1n Lhe
iolal seeneano of the wotld of
educaiion.

-

In the New Education policy
2000 denotes the nclusion of
lower secondary school educa-
tion in compulsory schooling
Bangladesh has cxtended the
length of primary education
from five .ycars to cight years
To upgrade § years school to
eight grade ; primary schools
needs  further - attentron.
Management of pedagogival
commitment 10 the new ecight
grade school with the ‘cxisting
staff pattern would tead 10 1llu-

sion. Sophisticated teachers

with proper aptitude and skills
shail have to be provided an-
evitably 1n the education and
learmng process. Five ycurs
primary cycle followed hy 3
years secondary cycle need exira
space of facihiies for class room
accommodation. Al the sumd
tume disjunction of 1310
intcrmediate Colicges with the
college education and accom-
phshment purely with a part of
secondary ecducation (XE-XID
will hurl the status of Lthose col-

leges and 23.819 tesching statfy

to uncertamnty und thus problems
in pluralistic nature may be un-
carthed. .
Current curricula are over
loaded with the information and
facts to be memonzed for the
preparation of public examina-
ton and less impornance have
been given to modern techno-
logical education. Secondary cd-
ucation 18 1o scrve the need of
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socitty and af the individull stu-
dents. The curniculum s the
means by which the sccondary
school meet these needs. In so-
day world sound secondary
school curriculum s more un-
portant than beforc. This will
not only prepare pupils for a
suitable job and make them ac.
quainted with the surrounding
heraage, but also make them
sble 10 face self. sociely, nation
and waorld's problems  with
coura%c. vigour and dclermand.
won So sciection of essentials
and chmmation of nur dated
Thoughts and Technological
know hows should be continucd
6 the changing world of 21st
ceniury.

Though the non government
secondary institutions has becn
out numbered the government
institutions since a prelly long

*ime the awtude of government
towards disparily n all respects
were never in meling pomnt and
that is the thorny problems,
wlentified by expects, prevailing
in the total system of educaton.

Subvention should not be
linked with result of the institu-
tion where majority (¢achers are
not responsible for i but
morality of teachers should be
upgraded where accountability 15
at;stake. There are other factors
that are responseble for poor
qualny of education such as—
large class sizes, lack of teach-
ing matcnals, low qualiy of wext

books. umteaned teachers. lack
of supervision by proper author-
ity and guardians and political
involvement i the machinery
of school management.
Iilustration of reticence @8
very much spectacular for some,
self-government schools 1 the
country. They are very much rc-
luctent to follow the norms of
the system in terms of syllabus
which gencrate nequolitics n
cducation provision in the scc
ondary education that €scapes
close vision of the authority.

_Sccondary Education of
Bangladesh must be highly di-
versificd to flounsh most vanced

talents and  modernization
through innovation still re-
mains to he forged. teckhn

complexity of problems pose
by the exisung situations
A.
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