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Nutritibﬁal_ Snacks In Schools "

Twenty-six mitlion people in Bangladesh eat less than 70
cr cent of the recommended 2,100 calones daily but the fact
that the chromie stalc of malnutrition adversely affects every |
. stage of national Hfe 1s ol always clearly understood. 1t needs |
‘no tetling that economic development without education 1$
hasdly posstble. Examples of ecONOMIC SUCCess N some Asian .
countres c%g.‘uly‘dcﬁmm!?atc that “onty skilled. wrained and ed-
ucated people can break the circle of poverty.” as the nead of
\he World Foud Programme in Bangladesh points out. We*
- “could ROt ABICC with lim more. The World Food Programme *
has therefore taunched a new undertaking—3 schoo! fecding®’
-pmgf.'smmé‘ aimed al providing 925,000 chuldren with nutni- &
* tiona! snacks in schools., AR 1N o
e

a

: First launched last year as 2 pijot project 40 the south- -
}"wcsu:m pant of the country. the programme is one of the
b yargest of 1S kind. About £00.000 children now covercd under |
the programmc get a 75-gram daily packet of high-encrgy bis- =
cuits containing 300 calones and 80 pex ceft of their daily ¥i-
~tarmin and mineral aceds. The World Food Programme stressed
.the cifectiveness of the snacks not unly in combating hunger

* put also in geWng children in schoo! and keeping them there. . *
" There 1s in marked contrast to the Food-For-Education L.
(FFE) Programme whicly wis \ntroduced in 1993 by the then’
BNP gﬂvcmmen! on a piot basis. Although 2! \he start. the ‘; ,
LFFE Programme expanded rapidly. and linked food transfers 10
) pOLS houscholds through primary school entoliment of theif
| chaldren, the gaprciation {hat 1t would achieve the four objec- ¢
tyves of increased schoot enroliments better school attendance.
. jower drupout Tates: and higher quality egiucaiion; soon dissi- -
' pated. it was recently replaced with a new propramme that gave ?
V. a prumary student T 100 per month and a boy swdent and 3 2
ogird siudent coming from the sameé family Tk 120 between™
} em. . o A
i‘t . A report by the Asian Development Bank said that, !
. though the introduction of FFE had led 10 a‘rapid Increase in
: school enrollment and an increasen school atiendance and de-
. rease in the dropout r2t€. quickly declined during the foflow-
" jpg years as the pracuice of distributing FFE- wheal through i
" dealers was marked by widespread corruption and jcakage. What -
| was worse the quahty of schooling 0 FFE schools detetio- .
¢ 5 rated. ' .
: Whether or not {he new World Food programme will face
{ the same fate is debatable but with regard o e Cash-For- l
2 Educalion Programme W¢ feel tanding out money will not fare \
1 any better than the Food-?or-iiducatign Programme as it will 3
. “cxeale even greater sCOpe for corruption- - - T T 3
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