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Who will reswt BCL?

SWSUODOZA SMEN

ECENT aitack by BCL acnvms on RLi studems

‘reminds one of a Bengali adage 1 do not want

alms, just restrain your dog.” The students urged
the university administration 1o rethink their dedsion -
of fee hike and introduction of commercially sun eve-
ning courses. In response, the university administration

)iet loose BCL cadres upon general students, restrained
; police from taking action against attackers and, worst of
aH ﬁied cases against the agitating students! it seems

\peop!e‘.al the haim of university administration pre-
_fei7ed guh 10 pen and run the extra mile to shcw their
“loyalty to mhng party. .

Whai is 1he merit of students’ demand is a dlffcr
ent discussion. To say'the least, one has to consider
lha{ demaﬁ”ds of keepm&educaucnal expenses at a

/mlmmum level nd restiaining commercialisation

of education are pans of' %ur yogous history of

\swdenl movements fof democritisation of educa- |
tion; these demands have nmhmg to do with asking
for tender or free ride on unwersny facilities:

_ 'The university administration acquiesced 1o the

students’ demands. BCL even brought out a proces-

. sion in support of those demands. Then why did

- they resort to violent assault on general students?

In Bangladesh, it has become a tradition that soon
after a party comes 10 power it stans grabbing control of
msungdemocauc spaces by dint of muscle money and

" majority. In the case of universities, student wing of the

. new raling party resbrts to foree w/assen their hegemony.
'Iheydo not care for students’ opinion. -Nordo they care for ]

 the university administration as peaple in the administra-

. tion become equally partisan, if not more. Ruling party
student cadres opt for control of dining, seat alloument, -
axamn schedule, resul, playing field, cultural programumes
and so on. Butwhogwathem the authority to do so? Are
they eleasad representatives of the shadents? Universities, the
highest echelon of imparting education and values, haw.
become the least democratic space 1o live in. '

.80 what's the solution? Seeking hélp from the PM |
will be of lile use when she-herself defends the act
of BCL saying that they had protested against anack
on them, and that not all those who were carrying
arms were BCL activists! 1t seems BCL is a brazen
manifestation of arrogance of their parent pany.

Itis an irony that since the re-advent of democ-
racy in 1991, elections of smdents forums like
DUCSU, RUCSU, CUCSU have been kept on hold.
There remains very linte scope for students to vent
their grievances or raise any demand. Lack of student
forum has also weakened I¢adesship bus!dmg capacity

“of universities, for which the country is suffering most
" Democracy is the best way to resist whims and
repression of any autocratic system. So our demands
should be immediate resumption of elections of stu- |
dent forums. Let-our students be brought up inademo- |
. cranc enwronmem and ﬁglu for democmuc values\ -
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