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of textbooks

. What could be. better New Year's

N ft\to children

» EXI’BOOKS feaching the primary and secondal}'
\sci\oo! ildren on schedule, their new academic
year‘has’\begun on an auspicious note. It was
9ndoui}ledif 3 fotmidable task to achieve amid long spells
. ‘of nauonw:de shutdownsand blockades.
/it hasall been possiblésthanks to the retentless effonts of
educauon ministér Nurul 15lam Nahid who completed this
Heréulean task.
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j We may also note that tg\ resylts of junior and primary
% school certificate examinations were successfully published
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on December 29® and 30"\2013 with highest ever pass |

percentages. And the list of sumaiar records that the minister

has set in the education seclor is indeed remarkable, partic-
_ularly by paststandards.

The huge task of distributing around 300 m:li:on text.
books among some 30.73 million pre-primary to ninth
grade students to every school of the country is something
easier said than done. But proving many a naysayer wrong,
Nahid has proved that it is possible. And millions of happy
schoolchildren in proud possession of their textbooks bear
testimony to thisfacw. .

As one would expect, noneof the achievements thatgo to
Nahid's credit came easy 10 him. His path was never
smooth, strewn as it was with hurdles created not only by

" the traditional bureaucracy but also by some of his own
political colleaguies.

Unquestionably, in addition 10 commiument to the |
cause, steadfastness and efficiency, it was his personal hon-
esty and integrity mm helped him most 10 overcome the
obstaclesin his way.

The looming clouds on the political hormon notwith- |
standing, the silver lining of the New Year is that at least the _ |
school-going childten of the country will have somethingte |
rejoice over. . :
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