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N article on competence-based cumicu-
lum was published in this newspaper
recently. it raised the question whether

our primary curriculum can be called compe-

- tence-based cusriculum or not. The writer in his

article $ays “our primary curriculum was acu-
ally not made competency-based, the term was
used erroneously.” He argues that competency-
based curriculum 4§ applicable 10 those curric-
ula dessgned to develop "skills or competen-

. cies” (nolice the writer assumes sksils and com-

petmctts both bear the same meamng) neces-
sary in technical, vocational or profemona]
education. But the curriculbm designed for
primary level does have 13 broader objectives
and 29 narrower objectives dealing wi cogm-
tive. psychomotor and affecive domains, -and as
such, according to his opinion, the objedtives of
primary curriculum “can,sm no way, be taken as
competencies.” .

The writer's perception about the compe-
tence-based curriculum is partially acceptable as
pant of that curmiculum is the capability of trans-
ferring one's knowledge (0 a newer situation,
i.e. skill. But this is not the only penphery
{skills) which the competence-based curricu-
tum deals with. Competence extends beyond
the possession of skills. It includes the follow-

- ing elements: (i} cognitive competence involv-

ing the use of theory and concepts, as well as
informal 1acit knowledge gained experientjally;
{11} funciional competence {skills or know-
how) -- things that a person should be able to
do when working in a given area; (iii) personal
competence involving knowing how 1o condua
oneself in a specific siwation; and (iv) ethical
competence involving the possession of cenain
personal and professional values

So, competence-based curriculum can be
expected 10 relate 1o knowledge (K} - develop-
ment of cognition/conceptual acquisition; skill
{8} - thinking doing etc.; attitudes {A) -
developing aptitudes such as perseverance,
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initiative etc; and values (V) -- personal and
social, making decisions, interacting with others
etc. Thus it goes beyond content and aims to
open the three Hs (heads-on, hearts-on and
hands- on) of leamers. So, the focus of the
competency-based curricutum is on developing
the learners’ moral and ethical values along

- with knowledge and skills. The above general

competences may relate 1o (a) preparedness for
further education, (b} suppornting developments
towards choosing, seeking, obtaining a career

and {c) also supporning a student to play a role -

as a responsible citizen in the future. In this
sense, competence-based curriculum goes
beyond direct leamning and seeks to promote
transfer of learning 10 new of unknown'situa-
tions.

The primary curriculum has 13 ob;ecuves
divided into 29 terminal objectives. If we go
through these objectives we will see that they
are apparenuly general objectives (called general
competencies) addressing cognitive, affective or
psychomotor domain {believing in Allah or
Creator, and developing moral and humanitar-
ian attitude of the leamers of the primary edu-
cation to be respectful to all religiqns and
believers of other religions). But the finest level
of the terminal objectives, e.g. leaming out-

comes, are an integral part of a curriculum and -

they can, of course, be put forward for K, 5, A
and V, and hence they are part of a competence-
based curriculum. For example, leaming out-
comes (called specific competences) for differ-
ent subjects in the primary curriculum are: (i)
to know about the society and environment,
{ii) 10 camry out a set of commands and instruc-
tions, (iii) to love and serve the country, (iv) to
love the juniors, behave well with juniors and
seniors and express patriotic feeling through
hisfher behaviour, and (v) 10 understand the
needs of the children with special needs and 10
help them, etc.

These are some specific competences (aiming
10 achieve the general competences termed as |
terminal objectives) which will pave the way for a
!eamer 1o enter the later stage of hisfher life with
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fult potentiality. When we assess how far a stu-
dent has achieved those objectives, we will need
to assess the capability of uransferring informa-
tion, knowledge, skills, artitude and values of 3
student 1o his/her day-to-day life. When the
national achievernent assessment is conducted
in the primary level {dominated by cognitive
domain}, all strive 10 move away from leaming
depending on memorisation 10 aeative thinking
in new contexts and develop a range of abilities -
subject specific and also cross»cumcuia
Skills-based does not by definition include -
attitude and values and hence is not really an
aspect for describing general education, If we
take the curricula of different subjects introduced
in Technical Education Board as our example we

" will see that skilis{mostly work-related} can be

referred to as the ability 1o apply the knowledge
gained from textbooks, and there is no room for
developing attitude and values of a learner.

* Qur poimary curticulym has the compilation
of lots of learning outcomes (specific compe-
tences) aiming to develop ability {e.g. rendering
text book information) and capability {going
beyond text book information), and has given
emphasis on 4 general competendes: (i) cogni-
live competence involving the use of theory and
concepts (knowtedge-ability to develop concep-
tuat acquisition of wxt book information, (it)
functional competence {skills- capability of
solving problems following the scdentific proce-
duses ; panicipating in the practice of science,
applying the use of ICT in daily life etc., (iii)
personal competence involving knowing how 10
condua oneself in a specific situation (auwiwde -
collaboratively working with others, or recognis-
ing the contribution of co-workers); and (iv)
ethical competence involving the possession of
certain personal and professional values (values -
- demonstrating an increased awareness of envi-
ronmental pollution). $o, it is rational o call this
curmiculum competence-based curricutum.

The writer is Speciatist (Exam & Evalustion), Bangiadesh
Examination Devetopment Unit (BEDU)-SESOP, Board of
Intermediate and Secondaw Education, Dhaka.
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