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*ﬁ-mus ARSON ATTACKS
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await repair
Mbusandzfof’srg‘udents take classes in the
‘open or in damaged classrooms as first

| mon/tlg\ ,gﬁ acad_e’n\z_}ia year passes
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The air is stll fifled with the acrid smellwof\ charred doors, windows and

 furniture. Plasters on the warped walls afe falling off at places.

ltisinthis

- classes at Mamunshia Government Prima

: of Ihenidah.

! Theschool was torched on the eve of the
‘has begunyet.
i “Afier coming 1o school in the morning
-our lessons sitting on the cold floor. We feel awful in this burnt room, *

Shakil Ahmed, a dass-V student of the school, told The Daily Star on

f Wednesday.

s Abdur Rahim, the headm

‘teachers.”

All the four rooms and most of the fumnit

N .
chill we don't feel good to take

aster, said, “The situation is difficult even for

ure, 'induding 40 pairs of

ghostly atmosphere that'some 55 children sitting on mats take
ryf_Schpo! in Kotchandpur upazita

January 5 polls. No repair work -

-

-benches, 16 chairs, eight tables and three almirahs, were completety bumt,

jhe added.

This school has around 300 students. ,
Insunny days, classes are held on the school premisesunder theopensky |
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o rid the students of low temperature in the
rooms. N

- More than 80,000 students of 568 educational
institutions, which were bumt or vandalised alleg-

B~y

election, are attending classes with debris around.
Of the towal, 443 are primary schools, 113
secondary institutions including some madrasas
and the rest are colleges, according to govern-
mentdata.
Almost aH these institutions, in more than 20
| districts, were designated as polling centres.

Ty

. extent of damage and probable repair cosi based
' on reponts from the grassroots and it hopes 1o
start the repairs this month.

But srudents as well as teachers have had
" enough. ‘

°t cannot pay attention during classes for lack
of sitting arrangement,” $aid class-V, student
Sebag Das of Garabaria Goveriment Primary
. School in Mahespur upazila of thenidah.
| Sukumar Das, headmasier of the school, said
: apari from the structures and fumiture, valuable
documents were brunt to ashes. “The siudents are
suffering, yet no step 1o repair the school has
been taken " - S

The education officers in Kotchandpur and
Maheshpur upazilas of Jhenidah_ said some 22
‘educalionai institwtions were damaged. They
have already sent an assessment of repair cost 1o
the primary and mass education ministry.

The situation at Satjan High School in

Burnt schools await repair

edly by BNP-Jamaat activists the day before. the,

As of now, the government has assessed the

R TS

Nilpharhati is the worst among the 21 damaged
institutions in the district. The attackers set alight
all five classrooms, science laboratory and the
library on january 4 night,

The school, established in 1968, is one of the
intitutions to have a multimedia classroom. Two
computers, one laptop, one projecior and a digi-
1al screen were burned while almost all the appa-
raws of the laboratory and 1,200 books in the
library were gutted along with important docu-
ments and furniture.

Now the students are attending classes sitting
on the floors in four dassrooms.

*Two of our classmates fell ill. It's difficult w
keep sitting on the thin matin this cold weather,"
said Kajali Rani, a student of class-X at the school
inDimraupazila.

Another class-X student, Mushfiqur Rahman,
said practical classes are not being held. *We'll sit
for the S8C exams in 2015 and we will be in troy-
bleif we cannotdolabwork.*

Azizul lIslam. the headmaster, said, *Our

* school incurred a loss of Tk 10 lakh. We have

already informed it 10 the district education
office, butno help has come yev.* )

In Rajshahi, Sardah Pilot School students are
attending schools with burned tins overhead and
many of them sitting on burnt benches.

Kids at Shyampur Government Primary
School in Poba upazila said they get frightened
while entering the classrooms through charred
doors. - .

In Dinajpur, Paschim Saitara High School of
Chirirbandar upazila bears the scars of arson with

SEE PAGE 1 COL)_ |

theoffice, storeroom and two classrooms gutted.

*All essertial documents, including certifi-
cates, were bumt down along with furniture. We
repaired. the benches out of our own pockers to
run the classes anyhow.® said headmaster
Dhananjoy Chandra Roy.

Similar stories came from Rangpur, Sythet and
Comilla. Education officers in these districts said
they have not received anything from the minis-
try despite sending the list of damaged schools
several days ago. .

At least 44 institutions were attacked in
Rangpurdivision alone

Shahjahan Sidduque. assistant district pri-
mary education officer in Rangpur, said a team
from the Directorate of Pritnary Education (DPE)
visited schools in Pirgachha upazila on fanuary
29.There is no other development. '

Contacted. Shyamal Kanti Chosh, director

,generai (DG} of the DPE, said they had brought
funds from the repair and maintenance sector. "It
will take around Tk 7 crore for repairing primary
schools. We will stan it as soon as possible.*

Prof Fahima Khawn, DG of the Directorate of

. Secondary and Higher Education, said they have

sent the list of schools to the education ministry,
which forwarded itw the finance ministry.
“The repairs of secondacy schools will cost |
around Tk 3 crore. We hope 10 start the work by |
the next week, " she said on Friday. ‘
- {Our district correspondents Azibor Rahman,
EAM ‘Asaduzzaman Tipu, Anwar Ali, Kongkon |
Karmabker, Iqbal Siddiquee and Yasmin Reema con- |

tribuited to the story]



