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‘need 53 .lakh textbooks

Siddiqur Rahman Khan

ALMOST all the 64 disisict

"ment iasi week that all:
schoolchildren / facross  the
colnlry _received. !eﬂbooks

education offlcers have sent™ by ]am'saw 1

disparate requisition letters
{for 33 iakh more copies of
school texthooks  immedi-
ately as many students are
yet to get them,

The DEOs sent the requi-
sition letters to the office of
the director general of sec-
ondary and lugher educa-
tion last month.

The textbooks are needed
for an increaset! number of
repealing students this year
and also because no books
were sent from Dhaka for
the schools in the haor-haor
belt, they said in the letters.

The students yet to get
the books are facing prob-
lerns as almost two months

, of the new academic year

have almost passed.

The field-level picture
contradicts the education
nunister's claim in parlia-

N The  wunister a%s&‘ g.’ud
nearly 27 &ore copies of text-
books were primted and dis-

tnbuted among school stu-

dents in 2013 academic vear.

The reason for thg vear's
increased demmand for sec-
ondary school textbooks is
admission of a huge num.
ber of ibtedayi madmssah
students in class V1 of main-
stream schools. according lo
the DEQ requisition letters,
some of which were ob-
tained by New Age.

An_ ibtedayi  madrassah
offers  primary  schooling
under the madrassah educa.
tion system.

The DEQs depicted a des-
perate situation i the rogqui-
siion letiers saving that the
heatimasiers and upania seq-
ondary education officers had
been asking for more books

every day for the students

The National Curriculum
and Textbook Board is sup-
posed to supply the text-
books befom every academ.
it vear as per the demand
placed by the director gen-
eral of secondary and higher
education.
¢+ The, DGSHE draws up a
list of sch}mi students agross
the cowhitry and the text-
books\hey need with the
help of the DEOs. upazila
secondary education offic-
ers. and heads of educationt
al instititions.

The NCTB develops the
contents and  curriculum
of the texthooks and prints,
publishes. and  distributes
them

Secondary education di
rector Sajal Kanti Mondol
said on Monday that he held
two meetings with a select
group of education officers
to ascertain the actual de-
mand for texthooks.
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In the previons ’\cadcm;(:

vear, he said, "We had the

bad experience of printing
more: than one crore copics
of texibooks, which proved
far in excess of the demand”

We will hold more mest-
ings in the future to ascer-
tain the actual demand for
textbooks,” he added.

Dhaka DEQ M Abdus Sa-
mad said. "Mast of students
in my district are vat Lo get
science and computer stud-
ies textbooks. 1 need more
than 30.000 copies of them
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. The Barisal DEQ said. -

T still need 10423 copics
of class V1 texthooks and
15,252 of class IX

The Manikganj DEQ told
New Age on Monday that he

had been receiving phone

calls after phone calls from
school headmasters asking
for more textbooks as many
students  were  atiending

. classes withowt a complete

set of buoks
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