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Fresh edn ministry meeting

fails to end BUET

A high official of the i

"Mohiuddin Alamgir

ANOTHER meeting of the
education ministry, held on

Monday on the crisis bedev- '
itling the Bangladesh Uni-

versity of Engineering and
Technology, ended without
making any major headway
to end the stalemate.

The BUET teachers, agi-
tating for removal of vice-
chancellor Professor SM
Nazrul Islam and pro-vice-
chancellor Habibur - ‘Rah-
man, decided to continue
their sit-in p mumes un-
til their demar:a)gr;as met.

The BUET Teachers’ As-
sociation also suspended
the decision of the leachers'
en masse resignation till Au-
gust 6. when it will sit again
to make a decision in this

Education minister Nu-
rul Islam Nahid on Monday
keld 2 meeting over the issue
at the ministry which was
attended, along with others,
by state minister for science
and technology Yeafesh Os-
man, Universily Grants

. Comumission's chairman AK

Azad Chowdhury, and edu-

cation secrelary Kamal Ab-

dul Naser Chowdhury.
|___ARer the hour-long meet-

ing, Nahid said. “Some de-
cisions were taken in the
meeting” But ‘he refused to
elaborate any further’

"We ane trying our best to
resolve the crisis,’ he' said.

"We sal to discuss the BUET,
.situation. 'The . meeting was

important forus.'

On july 16 Nahid met
some BUET alumpni and
some of the 25 teachers who
had resigned ,on july' 1i

in protest against the vice-

chancellor closing the uni-
versily for 44 days.

After that meeting Na-
hid said a solution of BUET
crises would be worked out
after discussions with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
President Zillur Rahman,
who is also chancelior of the
BUET. - '

The BUET Teachers’ As-
sociation's president, Mu-
jibur Rahwnam,  after the
meeling reiterated thal no
solution of the BUET crisis
is possible without remov-
ing the vice-chancellor and
pro-vice-chancellor.

He said the teachers as-
sociation would review the
programme and the condi-
tion of the BUET in a meet-
ing on August 6.

The teachers association’s

general secretary, Ashraful
Islam, told New Age that
they would review their de-
cision 1o resign en masse al
the August 8 meeting.

Both the leaders said they
would continue their sit-in
programume on the campus
,everyday from 11:00am. to
1:00pm.

The teachers’ association,

-ataineetingon July 21, post-

poned their decision of mass
resignation till july 30.

BUET teachers on July 16.
decided to resign en masse
on July 22 if their.demand
was nol met by 4:.00pm on
the day.

Teachers'  association’s
leaders told New Age thal
during their meeting on
Monday * they discussed
1he=r movement ‘which was

progressing toward success.

They said that in reply to -
their  memorandwm submit’
ted to the President on July 15,
the President had sent a letter
to the education ministry,
directing it take the mqmmd

- . action. The education minis-

try is holding a series of meet-
ings. their representatives
are ¢ontacting the teachers’
association's leaders, which
proves that their movement is
onthe nghi tmck
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BUET teachers’ association
told New Age that Nahid had
sent columnist Syed Abul

Maksud to act as a mediator”

between the agitating teach-
ers and education ministry.

Abul Maksud held two
meeungs with BUET teach-
ers’ association and told
them that the government
was interested in remov-
ing one of the two peérsons
agmnst whom they were agi-
tating,” said the association’s
ieaders.

When contacted. Abul
Maksud admitted that he
had met BUET teachers’ as-
sociation’s leaders, but re-
fused to make any further
comments.

The teachers and stu-
dents staged the sit-in on the
campus for the tenth con-
seculive day on Monday 10
underline their demand.

They began the fresh
round ¢f protests in front of
the council building on July
21 after a break of two days
on 18 and 19 July.

‘Meanwhile, the High
Court will hear a wril peti-
tion today (Tuesday) that

seeks a High Court directive,

calling for re-opening of the
BUET in 24 hours.
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stalemate

The High Court bench’®
of Justices Naima Haider
and Muohammad Khurshid)
Alam Sarkar fixed the date

‘on Monday after heanng al
_petition. 1

-Supreme Couﬂ lawyer ¢
Younus Ali Akond, the fa- -
ther of a BUET admission- |
seeker. also sought a rule on *
the authorities concerned lo |
explain why the ongoing agi- |
tatioh, the strike and the clo- |
sure of the university should .

" niot be declared illegal. t

He also wanted the BUET ©
autherities to be directed to
begin the admission process.

The BUET protestors,
began rallying on. July 31 k
{for the removal of the vice-
chancellor and the pro-vice- |
chancellor after the authori- |

_tes on the night of July 10,

closed the university.

The same day, all the ﬁve
deans and the 17 depart-
ment heads and directors |
of three institutes under |
the umiversity. resigned as,
the vice-chancellor and the -
pro-vice-chancellor refused
1o quit. ‘ ;

The teachers rallied i
againgt the administration
from April 8 10 May 5, push- 1
ing for removal of the two
1op officials. /
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