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fails to end B

Mohiuddin Alamgir

THE education minister's
meeling with BUET sp-
dents on Wednesday aimed
at resolving the crisis in the
university ended inconchy-
sively,

The students, who have
been rallying for the removal

of the vicechancellor, SM

Nazrul Islam, and the pro-
vice-chancellor, Habibur Rah-
man, for their alleged irregu:
larities, stood their ground at
the rmeeting with the minister,
Nunu! Islam Nahig, '
The minister after the
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meeting in his ministry of-
fice told reporters that he had
urged the students to t back
to classrooms™and ‘hag told
them that no action in any
form would be taken against
the students who were rally-
ing for the removal of the two
top university officials.

The minister gave the as.
surance after the students
had demanded security as

they were feeling intecure- -*
. with Nazru! Islam in office

as he might initiate academ.
ic and disciplinary action
against  students rallying
against him. .
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Nahid said that the the
government  had  already
st'arted~ha}10uring the com-
mitments? it made at the
meeting with teachers on
Monday night to-resolve the
Crisis. -

BUET students coming
out of the meeting said tha
they would make their de-
cision afier they spoke with
their fellows on the campus,
© Shuvo Chakrabarty, a sty-
dent of BUET who attended
the meeting, told New Age,
‘The education minjster
assured us of our security
and we will decide the next
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course of action after con-

sulting with our fellows on .

the campus,’

He added that that they
would sit with their fellows
today to discuss their meet-
ing with the minister.

Sources who altended
the meeting told New Age
that Nahid had tirged the
students 10 agree o the re-
movai of Habibur Rahman
& pro-vice-chancellor for
now and the decision on the
removal of SM Nazrul Islam
as vice-chancelior couid be
made later.
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" 'But the students were
Vfirm on their demand for
the removal of both the vice-
chanceller and the pro-vice-
chancellor, one of them said,

The meeting between the
education minister and 16

idents lasted for three hours.
i The students at a press con.
ference on Tuesday sought 10
meet the education minister.
Mechanical engineering
teacher Muhammad Ehsan
and industrial and produc-
tion engingeri teacher
AKM Masud, &neseducation
secretary, Kamal Abdu) Nas.
er Chowdhury, and the Un.
‘ versity Grants Commission
. chairman, AK Azad Chowd-
hury, also attended.

The BUET cisis has lin-
gered as the government
; decided to remove the pro-
* vice-chancelor, keeping the
’ vice-chancellor in office al.

“-though the teachers and shy

dents of the university were
demanding that both of them
should be removed.

The teachers have in prin-
Ciple agreed 10 get back to
classrooms but the students
were still undecided.

The BUET Teachers' As-

sociation general, secretary,
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representatives of BUET sty-,
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Students’ meefing

-Ashraful Islam, told New Age

that they had decided in prin-
ciple to retum to the classes.

After a meeting with the

teachers Monday, the minister
announced that BUETs pro-
vice-chancellor Habibur Rah-
man would be removed and
cases filed against BUET teach-
ers and students would be
withdrawn to resoive the crisis,
- When asked whether SM
Nazrul Islam would be re-
moved  as,. vice-chancellor.
the minister said that the
necessary steps would be
taken after discussion.

The minister earier held
two other meetings meetings,
with teachers on july 16 and
with BUET alumni on July
30but all the meetings ended
without any major headway
in breaking the stalemate.

Academic activities in the
university, a seat of leaming
for about 8,000 students,
were yet 1o resume till Taes.
day, the 12th consecutive

day since August 25, when

the university reopened afler
44 days of closure in face of
teachers’ movement,

The government, however,
is yet to remove the pro-vice.
chancellor Habibur Rahman

The education secretary

toid New Age that the pro-
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bibur Rahman had begun but

cess for the remova! of Ha- !

it would need some time.

The vice chancelior told
New Age that he did not get
any direction about the pe-
moval of Habibwr Rahman
ull 5:00pm.

Two cases filed against
teachers and students were
withdrawn on Tuesday,

The crisis in the unjver-

sity began on April 7 when |

the teachers' association be-
§an a movement, including
abstention from work and
sit-ins, and levelled 16 ajje-
gations against the two top
university officials. Students
and other university officials
joined them in enid-July.

The protesters began rally-
ingon July 11 for the removal
of the vicechancellor angd
the pro-vice-chancellor after
the authorities on the night of
July 10 closed the university.

The same day all the fve
deans and the 17 department
institutes under the university |
resigned as the vice-chancelior |
and the pro-vice-chancelor |
refused 1o quit. The téachers
rallied against the adsinis.
tration between April 8. and
May 5. demanding remova)

headsanddimctorsofdumg

of the two top officials. ‘




