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in question
las founder
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+ worked with him in the last
- . six years suggest that in his
THE ability of the Asian roles as chief executive of the
University for Women to de-  US support foundation and
velop into a world-class uni-  as acting vice-chancelior, he
versity has been impeded by  has caused the resignation #
the role played by its ioundes » of at least one acting woman
Kamal Ahmad, according 1o vice-chancellor. the dismiss-
former members of the uni- al of another, and the resig-
versity's US support foun- nation of other senior staff.
dation and senior academic In addition, as a result of
staff at the university, the peremplory manner in
Although Kamal is widely which Kamal dismissed Mary
applauded, even by those Sansalone. the third female
who criticise him, for his vicechancellor, the majority
original vision and work ofthe US support foundation
in establishing the univer board. which at that point was

David Bergman,

sily, interviews with a wide
number of people who have

governing the Chittagong-
Continued on page d‘CoL 4 -
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Continued from page 1
based university, resigned. A
significant section of the cur-
rent international faculty are
also concerned that Kamal
has ro experience that justi-
fies his current appointment
as acting vice-chanceilor.
New Age sought a response
both from Professor Sheikha
Abdulla Al-Misnad, the chair-
person of the university's
newly established board of
trustees, and Jack Meyer, the
chairman of the university's
LS-based support foundation,
but neither replied. -
Kamal also gave no specific
response to detailed questions
but suggested in an e-mail that
New Age was ‘being fed con-
cocted data’ and Lhat the ques-
tions he was asked ‘mock[ed}
any attempt a! fair reporting’
Despite critirieme  ¥oamal
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executive committee of the
suppor foundation board on
numerous occasions: at the
university, this has had the
effect of confusing university
staff regarding who their “real
boss” is: the CEO of the sup-
port foundation or the acting
vice<chancellor’

Such interference was the
cause of the early departure
of Hoon Eng Khoo, who had
been appointed in Septemnber
2008 as acting vicechancellor
after the sudden departure of
Nancy Dye, the university's
first appointment.

Although the official rea-
son for Hoon Eng's departure
was her need to retum to her
tenured position at the Na
tonal University of Singa-
pore, a number of {ormer US
support foundation members
bavin tmbd Nl AS: ‘;m the
-viSuey 0) (el sopap
MU OV #) Butuodjap

T PIeW
uo fouvH feiides s uretnalg e
P13y oYy W pue-eisy 10}
aduaBod puodar uones
10 armoudy pue pooy
NN 8ie o o Bunasp ssaoy
+JQ J01uag Aep-aay e Burpua
‘e sdye usta dep-omy e 10j
AnungD ay U1 PaaLLe ssof
Ky
-WOD ULy S} 0] Jo] ¢ 8
-qLIUoD Os]e 111G Anunoo ay)
05 pta Kquo Jou ST uononp
-atd asmpoenbe pue aou Hun

LELREETE A AR RTINS arEe haddan

straw that broke the camel’s
back and that Hoon Eng told
Kamal in an e-mail, "No vice
chancellor can run the univer-
sity like this.’

Hoon Eng told New Age
that she did not want to talk
about the reasons for her res-
ignation nor comment on any
of her comespondence with
the board of the US suppon
foundation.

The difficudties that Hoon
Eng feced are reflected in the
concems held by Paul Coleman
who had taken up the position
of chief information officer at
the university in July 2009 nine

‘Mr Ahmad, whatever his
due as the visionary founder
of the institution, lacks the ad-
ministrative skills and moral
sensibility 1o nin a liberal arts
s ' Malarman wmie ina
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Tt was clear that Kamal can-
not work with strong women,’
une told New Age.

Ancther former US sup-
port foundation member sajd
that although Kamai could
at one moment be very diplo-
matic and charming. behind
the scenes he undermined
any assertive female leader at
the unjversity”

It is a sad and ironic thing,” -

this person added, ‘that this
institution is meant w0 be de-
veloping strong  independ.
ently minded young woman
leaders and yer, all that those
students have seen is any
strong independently minded
female leader being under-
mined to the extent that she
bears it no longer and resigns.
So the wonderfi! vision is
being undermined by actual
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boand of US support fowny
tion board was exhausted

_Just trving to keep the pea

between Mary and Kan
{Ahmadj, one former US su
port foundation member sai
increasingly, members
the board of the US suppx
foundation considered th
Kamal had to go and in ju
2011 appointed Sansalone
vice-chancellor.

Just over a month later, ar
the day after convening U
Bangladesh board of adviser
Kamal managed to get himse
re-appointed  vice-chancell
of the university again an
sent a letter to Sansalone di
missing her. ’

As a result of this tum ¢
evenls, nine members of th
board of the LS support four
dation resigned although nes
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