C The Paily Sar

-
, .

P e

we - - 1-3- NAY- 018~

TBT.HQ'".‘ af,;;.im.... esiacnns

Eold ;ggula

qualitative change
STAFF CORRESPONDENT "'!

Political parties must cut off mia.tions with

former glory, noted educstionists and political
| leadersyesterdaysaid, .
They also stressed the need for regular
.| elections 10 the student unions at public uni.
} versities and colleges, and councils of student
i orgss:lsak?ansaﬂd theirunits,
. caking at a roundtable discussion orpan-
“ised by The Daily Star, they said clec(io?;'?n
- Ume will bring in regular students in eader-
:ship. paving the way for a qualitative change in
+student politics.
Hm_vever. chiefs of the two major partles--
} Awami Leaguc and BNP--must reach a copsend ¢
sus for thatto happen, observed the speakers,
| Mahfuz Anam, publisher and editor of The
. Daily Star, was the moderator a1 the discussion

r polls
to student unions

'Urge educationists, political léaders for
in student politics

attended amon
;’icc!-’cl;ilancellor Prof AAMS Arefin Siddigue,
: ons with-_ Rajshahi University VC Dr )
student badies to restore student palitics to its fabangirnagar Uni?emityvchérg:::?r%{:zﬁ:i. evenmore alarming ratc.
Kabir, Dhaka Coilege Principal Prof Siraj Uddin
Ahmed. DU professors Syed Anwar Hossain, Dr
Anwar Hossain, MM Akash and Asif Nazrul.

The discussants.also included paolitical
Jeaders Rashed Khan Menon, Mujshidul Islam
Selim, Mahmudur Rahman Manna,
Akhtaruzzaman and Rahana Akter Ranu, stu-
dent leaders 'Mahmud Hassan Ripon,
Manabendra Deb, Bappaditya Basu and Sonika
%harmin Swarna, and DU students Kaniz
Fatema Chowdhury, Ohidujjaman
Abdullah and Shanta Tawhida.

“Cut all relations with student bodies. It is
the only way to bring back the glory days of
student politics,” said RUVC,
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*We have to get to the root of°

the problem. Students alone

are not tesponsible forithe

present ¢risis in student poli-
tics.” :

Prof Syed Anwar Hossain, a
leading historian, said he
shares the opinioh that polit-
cal parties must sever the
relations with studeni bodies
to bring about a qualitative
changein politics.

But, he cautioned, cuttin
the links overnight might lea
to members of the de-linked
bodies getting involved in
extortion and violence at an

Dr Anwar Hossain, a former
general secrma% of Dhaka
University Teachers

Association, said a consensus
between the ruling and opposi-
tion parties is a must to bail
student politics out of its sorry
state.

Mujahidul Islam Selim,
eneral secretary of
ommunist Party of

Bangladesh, said a key reason
for decaying student move-
ment is links between the
stadent bodies and their par-
. entpolitical parties.

He and the other speakers
however said they are against
banning student politics. They
said they rather want cfforts 10
free politdcs from money and
mugcic. Jayed the lead

tudents pla e leading
role in all acgicvcmenls of the

-} nation--from Language

Movement in 1952 to restora-
ton of democracy afler 1/11
political changeover in 2007,
theyobhserved. .

Prof Siraf‘ Uddin said, "Banis
not the solution. We have to

';ork_for *restoring its past

ory.

El But student lcaders and

. workers must not be allowed to
get away with their involve.
ment in tender manipulation,

! extortion, admission trade and
othermisdeeds.

Manna, a former VP of DU
,ccntral student union, said,
; 'Dcﬁnite!g. student politics
could not be put on right track
without the good will of the two
leaders |[Hasinaand Khaleda).”

Muscle and money hold
} huge sway over student poli-
tics. To see off the menace, the
l chiels of the two partdes must

H

happens without their con-
sent”, heobserved.

I reach a consensus, as “nothing

l A few speakers urged politi-

cal parties to practise democ-
racy within organisations 1o
bring change in the politcal

! ctg](il:,(c. JThey also, wanted,,

student politfies to be abows
educational institutions.

They also said that student
politics should be called "stu-
dentmovement”.

“The political parties must
y practise democracy and sever

inks with student bodies,
! among other steps, to bring
’ back the past plory of student
1 politics,” Asif Nazru) said. He

peointed cut 17 kinds of crimes
that 1ake place in the name of
student politics. He said these

| crimes mustbestopped.

He stressed the need for
action against troublemakers
on campuses as per law and
proposed forming of a "Cam-
pus Crime Trial Act™ for ensur-
ing immediate punishment 10
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“We have been demanding
elections to Ducsu since the
present govemment came 1o
office but the university
authorities have taken no
effective s:cgs.so far,”
Bangladesh Chhatra League
President Mahmud Hassan
Ripon said.

,  Yowing to hold the 20-year-

due elections 1o Ducsu, the DU
y vice-chancellor said, “If Ducsu
election is heid, it will help
produce country's luture
ieadership.” He, however, sald
a congenial atmosphere and
cooperation of all student
bodies are a must for holding
theclection.
Prof Arcfin said if the basic
needs like accommodation of
students can be fulfilled, the

quality of student politics |

would improve gradually.

Menon, president of
Workers Party of Bangladesh
and a Jawmaker, said student
politics should be independent
ofinfluence.

Prof MM Akash placed a six-
point recommendation to put
student politics back on track
including the involvement of
students in development work

and movements that concemn |
students’ problems, cultural |

activities, and distributing
theif subjects onmerit

The
aged people be excluded from
student politics and intruders
be expelled from student
bodies. .

Akhtaruzzaman, a cental
Icader of Al said students act
very nicely when the army
rules this country but they
cannot act as wellwhenthereis
democracy.

Ranu,gNP lawmaker from
women's reserved quota, said
ornly students should get
involved in student politics.

Ripon said everybody sces
the negative role of student
politics but just a few months
ago during 1/11, students
protested the emergency rules
and helped restore democracy
inthecountry.

Manobendra, president of

Bangladesh Chhatra Union, |

alleged that the parent organi-
sations of student bodies are
exploiting student leaders in
their own interest and backing
them in tender manipulation
and other Hlegal acdvities.
Bappaditya, president of
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree,
blamed teachers’ politics and
politicised university adminis-
tration for the deteriorating

studeHEBlEG! v e

Mainun, former president
of DU JCD, expressed frustra.
tion over the fact that meritori-
ous students prefer paying

attention 10 theirstudies rather |

than joining student politics.

"Once they join student
politics, the top positions will
befilledbythem.”

imran, an advocate of
Supreme Court and formeor
BCL leader, said student poti-
tics and units of student bodies
should be centred in educa-
tional institutions rather than
wards. unions, upazilas or
districts.

Sonika Sharmin Swama, &
master's student of Fine Ans

- Institution of DU and a central

olls

VC suggested that




