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‘Top AL leaders, ministers staying away from programmes.
of crime-obsessed student leaders

_ HASAN JARID TUSHER

The Awami League has finally chosen to
leave Bangladesh Chhatra League 1o its
own devices for the disgrace it camed in
the last 14 months through viclence
admission trade, andtender scam.
Frustrated with their crime-joving
_ student leaders, some top Awami League
" jeaders and ministers decided to give
them a lesson by staying away [rom all
» Chhatra League programmes.
This Is not any official decision from
the ruling Awami League or the govern-
, ment policy makers. but Prime Minister
" Sheikh Hasina hersell had recently
advised some of her close aides in the
government and party (o avoid Chhatra
League, which has been suilying the
* image of the government along with its

* sourceScloscio the prime minister.

'Chhatra League had always been
officially Awami League's student wing

until fess than two years ago when Awami

League had to cut the umbilical cord with
Chhatra League 1o be $n compliande with
the amended Representation of People’s
Qrder, 2008. .
However, Chhatra League's activities
stilt cast a shadow on the government's
image and cause embarrassment, said o
number of ruling-party leaders.

. Matia Chowdhury, one of the senior
leaders of Awami League and a revered
senior minister of the cabinet who had
earned the ttle "Agni Kanya® for het
extraordinary role as studentleaderin the
60s, is also seriously unhappy with
Chhatra League's recent activities.

Matia told The Daily Star at her office

programmes organised by Chhatra
League or programmes where there
would be Chhatra League discussants.”

Asked why she is avoiding Chhotra
League, she said she fecls uncomfortable
as the student organisation achieved
quite abad repute.

Lawmaker Obaidul Quader, a presid-
fum member of the Awami League who
was once president of Chhatra League
and assigned 1o fook after the studemt
arganisation on behaif of the party, also
stopped atiending Chhatra League
programmes, hiscloseaides said.

Quader said, "1 belicve that the only
solution is to 1ake punitive and corrective
measures to bring Chhatra League back
ontrack.” .

Awami League General Sccretary Syed
Ashraful Islam, now abroad, also prefers
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not o join Chhatrs Leagu
programimes, sources close to
him said, adding that he had
already declined to join
Chhatra League's
Mymensingh district council.

"l won't aitend any
programme of Chhatra
i League,” said Awami League
acting Genceral Secretary
- Mahbubul Alam Hanif, who
! until recently used to attend

Chhatra League programmes
| frequendy.

Hanif, a spectal assivtant
to the prime minister, said he
is tired of keeping an eye on
Chhatea League. He declined
i toclaborate

Sources say the top Awami
League leaders are going to
| abide by "no official connec-
. tion between Awami League
and Chhatra League” to avoid
going to Chhatra League
programmes.

Apparently, the factional
feud in Chhatra League at the
Polytechnic lInstitute in
Barisal that resulted in 2
bloody violence on May 4 was
the last straw for many Awami
Leaguelcaders.

The sources said on May
7. when a large number of
Chhatra League activists jed
by its president and general
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minister's official residence

to meet her, Hasing avoided .

1atking to them. She just gave

some sweets and then leave”,
the sources added,

The same day., Homu
Minister Szhara Khotun dic
not join a Chhatrs Leagw
programme at the Teacher
Student Centre on Dhaki
University campus.

Asked by The Daily Stara
10 why senior leaders am
ministers are avoiding
Chhatra Leagu:
programmes, Chhatr.
League President Mahmuw

.~ Haszan Ripon declined ¢
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secretary went 1o prime -

them a smile and said “have |

Recently Jagannath
University, Barisal
Polyiechnic Institute, Dhaka
University, lahangirnagar
University, Chittagong
University, Rajshahi
University, Rajshahi
AUniversity of Enginecering
and Technology, Khulna
University of Engineering
and Technology, Edward
College in Pabna, Dhaka
Coliege., Kushtia Govt
College and many other
cducational institutions
across the country witness
unruly activities of Chhatra
League activists.

Most of the violence was
over establishing supremacy,
tender manipulation, and
admission trade in educa.
tional institutions. Many

- yniversities and collcges had

10 be closed indefinitcly for
this.

At least five people were
killed during the violence.
including one each in Dhaka
Medical College, Rajshahi
University and Dhaka
University.

Two factions of Chhatra
League clashed with ecach
other in presence of police at
Jagannath University on May

13 leaving at least 20 injured.
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teague leader told The Daily
Star, "I thinkYthe Awami
League leaders and ministers
have reservations about our
programmes.”

The prime minister had
designated three Awami
feague ofganising secretar-
ies -- Jahangir Kabir Nanak,
BM Mojammei Hague and
Ahmed Hossain - wil
charge of looking after
Chhatra League actlivitics,
but they apparently failed 10
putareinonit. :

They are 10 meet Hasina
apon ber arrival from South
Korea and Malaysia on May
21 and discuss the Chhatrs
League question.

the *

Ahmed Hossain told The’

Daily Star that holding of
Chhatra League's long due
central council, bringing it
back on track, and ways o
handie the arganisation are
likely to be discussed.

“We will discuss overall
Chbatra League affairs. How
we will handle Chhatra
Leaguc and what will be the
extent of our supervision,
among many other issues,”
hesaid.

Chhatra League started Lo
earnbad reputation from the
night of Awami League’s
victory in the parllamentary

etection iate December, '

2008 it Nexed its muscles in
i educational institutions and
clsewhere in the country.
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