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~Revising MPO'listis a .
. bad move |

Still timetoroll back the damage

HE cabinet .criticism of the recently
- - announced MPO list of non-government sec-
ondary and highér secondary institutions
raises once more the spectre of partisan politics
undermining a positive national cause. The prime
ministerial decision, to review the list prepared by a
competent committee we would like to make it clear,
is not ory-hasty but also gives out some very bad
signals about the future of education in the country.
It is particularly painful because of the very sincere
efforts made by ‘Education Minister Nurul Islam
Nahid to have the MPO list finalised in line with the
criteria set for it..Given that the MPO was in the
period of some earlier governments stigmatized by
political” considerations coming into it, Minister
Nahid's judiéious move o streamline the entire pro-
cess was a refreshing sign of positive change in the
field of education. The criteria on which the MPO list
is based are unambiguously clear: student numbers,
the number of students appeating at piblic exami-
nations every year, the pass rate and the dates of gov-
ernment approval of theschoolsin question. ‘
A fundamental question hereis where did the edu-

" cation minister go wrong? Obviously, he did not.

what is, however, terribly wrong is the pressure that
has been piling on the minister, thanks to his cabinet
colleagues. We detect astrongwhiff of the partisanin
the move. It should have been for Sheikh Hasina to
defend the education minister against the reserva-
tions and objections to the MPO list from other min-
isters especially because it was clear those other min-
isters had their own axes to grind over the issue.
Besides, governance becomes a messy affair when
ministers, particularly well-meaning and competent
ones (Nahid is one such), are not allowed to function

‘because of interference in their work by other minis-

ters. In this particular instance, politics has definitely
come in. But it should have been for the prime minis-
ter not to buckle under the pressure. Indeed, she
ishould have adopted a position which one in her posi-
‘tion should be doing, which is to make it clear to her
cabinet colleagues that the MPO list had been dtafted
in the broad national interest and was therefore not to
be subjected to any other consideration. That she has
not done that but has instead empowered her educa-
tion adviser to prepare a fresh MPO list after a review of
the existing one is tantamount not only to an under-
mining of the education minister but also a wholesale
defeat of the very purpose behind the finalisaton of

susthelist.dn this context, we feel the comments madeby ..

National Professor Kabir Chowdhury and former
adviser Rasheda K. Chowdhury are relevant and speak
for the countryas awhole. '

Abad signal has been sent out to the country by the
move. Itis our view that there is still time to roll back the
damage. The PM must preserve the list and support the
minister who has followed rules and procedures. She
may add afewmoreschoolsif found genuine.




