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Cherde Blair, wifc of former
British prime minister Tony
Biair, has calied on all” to

well as women to et their
vaices be heard and opinions
be expressed through har-
nessinglalents. -

She made the call while
addressing a public reception
accorded to her ot the pro

of Asian University fot Women
(AUW) at Pahartali in the pont
cityol’(:l'littagongycsterday.
The programme wes
organised by Chittagong City
Corporation {CCC) "Mayor
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury.
who alse hosted a dinner in
honour of Cherie, a patron of
AUW, leading international
lawyer and human rights
advocate. -
Cherie said Chittagong was
\merighwenmo!menemmmm
of womnen educaton Terming
‘Chittagong a dity of universitics,
the said 1t (Chittagong) would
tow have AUW, a ursvessity of
nbition, which would educate
chuily solected young wornent
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Tet voices of
through education
des Cherie Blair o

ensure education of girls as

posed permanent camplissite s
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girls

tommispanéimmmmeof
the dynamic growth regions of

theworld.

in Bangladesh, boys and
girls have equal access 10
cducation up to higher sec
undarylevei.Bntanhcteniary‘
leve!, the access of girls is very
fimited, sheddded. =

Cherie said women educa-
tion gets much importance as
the country is governed by
women for most of the dme
under democracy. ¢

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina herseil has been sup-
porting the idea of cducating
women and committed 10
women - education, said
Cherie, referring to what she
realised at her meeting with
Hasina on Friday.

Later, the mayor presented
agolden key of Chittagong city
to Cherie at the reception
programine.

AUW Support Foundation
Bangladesh Board of Directors
Chairman Rokia Afzal
Rahman, AUW Bangladesh
Chief Exceutive Officer Kamal
Hossain, Monowara Hakim Ali
of Chittagong Women
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teachers of the university
accompanicd Cherte.

Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA} Chairman
Abgus Salam, also president of
Chittagong Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
industry, pledged ali-olit
supportof CDA 0 develop the
permancmcampusafAUW.

Acting Vice Chaneetlor G
of AUW Hun Ann Ku said the
university started its academic
calendnr with 8 preparatory
Access Academy
on its temporary campus in
four remted buildings in the
poncityonl\pﬁlﬁ.zw&

it began with an enralment
of 129 students from 12 coun-
tries. including Bangladesh,
Cambodia, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sti Lanka. The

students of the first batch are |-

now doing their under-
graduation programme at
AUWunder 35 professors.
The number of students
rose to 300 students with
admission of a new group of
14) students in August last
r. The number would rise
to 450 and teachers to 35 from
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Aupustthisyear. said the VG,




