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l None of country’s 54 private
universities fulfil all the crite-
fia required for registration
under the Private University
Act. They leck theit own
campus, faculty memboers,
. library or laboratopyHacilities,
according  to ucatinnal
experts, teponts $88.4, Y

The 1992 legistation st
. lates that cvery private-uni
- versity should lave five agrés
v of land ahd be housed on a
- permanent * chippus  within
¢ five years of opdrationd  ©

Some universities have ol
tained land in the suburbs of
Dhaka, but the only one to
have started en its pennanent
vanmpus is the Ronh South
Uhiversity (NSU).

Nuted - educationist  Prol
Muzaffar Alhunad accused o
section of private universivics
of being interested only in
carning mouey mther build-
ing proper infrastruciires.
“They are not universites.
they are  merely
" hitimes,” he said. i
* When the first private uni-
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versity,  Norih South,  was’

launched, the entreprencurs
behingd it said the alms ol the
pew institution were 1o pro-
vide quality uducation
'q]mny studenmts  who | go
abroad each year and save
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O But most of the new pri-
. vate institndons sill operate
| on temporary sites. 5o do
(ot oven  tent their own
y dntilelings. but share sprace on
a shilt basis with ethee privage
educatiol establishinemns.
Banglalésh  Universily, | for
examnl. shares spree with
Mohgfinmadpur  Preparatory
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fireign currency ot the na-
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/Pvt varsities galore, bu
none fulfils criteria
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Oihers run alongside gar-
ment f{actorics and conmmer-
&ial finms.  Abedin Tower in
Ranani houses Queens Uni-
veesity, offices and a gar-
ments faciory. Darul Thsan
University's computer  sch-
ence depariment fs sited in
the ‘midst of flats in the
Dhanmondi arca. 1
b, "Because universities do
ttot have_adequate sprce of
their own, many have re- .
ffaittd from buying bopks
and labormtory equipmenm.”
an  cducational  expen
claimed. >,

The Easi West University
library is alone in addressing
the problem of shortage of
space “by subscribing o
online  Hbrarics, ~enabling
siudents 10 access  books
through the lniernel.

Some other privaie nniver-
sitics.  however,  provide
banks only related W their
curriculuin but  additional,

. extea curriculum books fut
widening knowledge is not
available,

Prof.  Jahedul Islam s of .
Dhaka University believes the
gryermment’s  decision  to i
retain 1% 5 crore {rom new
universitivs as a guaraniee, !
instead of the previous Tk 1
crove acted as a barricr 1o the |

. participation of real éduca- !
tionists in this flield.

He said private universiticd
were nuking a posilive o
ribution 10 the. county’s
edncanion sector, b wonld
he helpedif the governient

prlif H N
lowered e guannnee gay
‘ment apd  allowed  priva
wiiversities with small ca

puses 10 function. m
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