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“ratio, of appo'm'hnent of women teachers in pri-
. mary schoojs was_21.03 percent, which has now

. students at a cost of Takal12.67 crore. The life

~“School Feeding Programme is a Taka 1250 crore

Major Changes In
Primary Education

Primary education sector had gone through

many major shifts and developments in the last &
one year mainly targeting 100 percent primaryg1

school enrollment by the year 201]1 and build a
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liliteracy free Bangladesh within 2014 During the
first year of the present democratic governmeut it
has introduced Central Examinations system at
class five ouccessfully in last November 1
wherel8,26.649 exaini.iecs took part. Public ex-
amination at primary .cvel has been appreciated
by all as it will help ensure quality education for ali
and scholarship will be given to the qualified stu-

- dents. The Ministry of Primary and Mass Education

sources told BSS that the government has ap-
pointed 20,278 assistant teachers last year while
process is on to appoint additional 25,000 teachers
and create posts for 15,000 more. Written test for
appointing 930 head teachers has been held.

. Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman nationalized 36,165 primary
schools in 1973 to ensure quality education for all.
The number of primary schools in the country is
81.434, which was 49'539 in 1991. During this pe-
riod, number of non-gdvernment primary schools
has been increased from 11,845 to 28,116. In 1991,

Y

increased.to 49.76 percent. The ratio of male and
fernale students in primary schools was 55 : 45 In
1991, which ig now 50 : 50. The allocation for pri-
mary education is Taka 6,574.17 crore in the fiscal
2009-10. The gevernment has taken, all steps to

ensure supply of free textbooks among the primary

sketch of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and real history of the
War of Liberation have been included in the cur-
riculum of primary education.

Primary Education Development Programme
(PEDP-2) is under implementation at a cost of Taka
7.500 crore. Under this programme, construction
of 40,000 classrooms is going on. Meanwhile, 78

percent primary teachers have been provided with |

training, the source added. Taka 100 stipend for
each poor primnary student has been ensured while
Taka 125 in case of more than one from the same
family. Tender notices have been floated for recon-
struction of 1,800 primary schools. About six lakh
primary students are being provided with 75 grams
high protein biscuits evcty day with the assistance
of World Food Programme (WEP) in the food defi-
cit arcas including Furigram, Galbandha and
Kishoreganj, the source said Under the-emergency
School Feeding Programme In cyclone "Sidr-hit'
coastal areas another six Jakh -students are also
being provided with high protein biscuits. ‘l‘he-L

project. Under the Reaching Out of School Chil-
dren (ROSC) project 4,90,400 students are being
provided with primary educdtion through multi-
grade system.

In remote areas 1,500 primary schools will be
set up soon 10 spread primary education among.
the children of the backward areas. The minisury
source said pre-primary education would be

Jaunchied in the rusal areas so tha the children feel
encouraged to enroll In primury schools, Priman
Training Institutes (PTD will be set up in 10 more
districts soon to ensure quality training for the
teachers. To address the manpower problem
primary education. the government has created .
posts of 5,222 teachers, 475 assistant upazila edu- .
cation officets, 491 assistant accounts officers and -
64 district primary education officers. Process is
also on to create posts of 36,988 peons in the pri-
mary schools.Last year, the government included
102 new non-govermment registered primary
schools, 20 comumunity primary schools and
brought 1,494 teachers under Monthly Payment
Order (MPO). Salaries of the non- governiment
primary teachers have been adjusted with the gov-
ernment teachers. At present, the number of pri-
mary students in the country is 1,60,01.605 while
the imber of primary teachers is 3,65925, the
source said_. : .
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