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ADAGASCAR. s o
Mrc;mhﬁc folficiul

tame:* fiepublic of
M:uiagns'ca‘r)' docated .in
Southern Africa, an istand in
e Indinn Ocean, cust of
Musunbique: its location is
siralegic along Mozanbigque
Chamnel. Formerly inde.
pesdent kitngdoy,
Mudagascer  became o

j reRained indepefdence i
1960, During 1992.93, {ice
presidential and- National
Asseinbly  clections  were
held ending 17 vcars of sin.
gle-party rufe. . .

The “1o1al ™ area  of
Madagascar is 587,041sq kin
{over four times, larper than
Banpladesh} and it harbors
slighdy more than 20 million

520,?53.556} poople {abauy
178 of Bangladesh popta-
tion}. Population growth rare
is 3% which is just 1.5 times
of Bangladesh's 2%. The per
capitn  income (PPP} of
Madagascar is_about US §
LO00. The literacy raic s
about 69% ({myale: 75.5%,
female: 62 5%), Madagascar
spends about 3.2% of its GDP
in education, which is about
L5 times of Bangladesh's
2.27%,

Education is the cstab-
lished way of enriching peo.
ple with required knowledge,
skilis and values,

Requireinent for these quali-
ties changes over time and
curriculum requires periodic
revision, Duting the inde.
pendent  existence  of
Baugladesh, the cwrriculum
underwent two full revisions
“and the primary stage alone
f cxperienced this for the third
fime that needs 1w be fol-
towed serially in upper
grades. Besides, since a new
cducation policy is now
underway, we can have a

tem of this African country
influenced by the
Europeans. The description
follows the usual format hav-
ing Education Policy &
Adminjstration, the

Structure, Program of Study,
Assessinent System and Jast.
ty Lessons for Bangladesh.

1-Education Policy &

tion

in iraditional
Madagascar, education was
1ot $eon s separate from the
other spheres of fife. [y
cmphasized the Imporance
of maintalnlng onc's plnce in
& hierarchical society,
trained people in the proper
observance of ritunl and
Innumeradic fady prohibl.
tans, and. sbove alf, taught
respect for ancestors. The

foundation of modern
Malagasy education is ront.
ed in niscteenth century
Protestant  and Catholic
coloniel  experience. The

é

medern cducation systen of
Madagasear fe divided o

French colony in 1896 buts

lsok into the education 5VS-

Education Sys

Abdus Sattar Molla

clementary, secondary, adult
and higher educatioy tevels.,
Hecause of the Frefich policy
of assimilation, educationat
institutions adopted Freneh
‘curricula. structures, stan-
dards’® and - philosophical
operational owtduok. I s
instructive 1o, ahserve Low
each kevel has evolved and
functions since rindepend-
enct. Now. education i

MMadagascar is managed by

- I-The Structure

.

the ‘Ministry of Edugation,

Education is computsory for’
children between the ages of
six and fourtcen.

Madagascar foliows the
universal basic structure of
primary,  sccondary  and
higher education, Primary
education is a S-vear study,
compulsory by governme
rule. Secondary cducation
tasts {or 7 years: divided into
two uncqual pans: 4 years
(grades 6-9) junior second-
ary, 3 years {grades 10-12)
senior  secondary.  The
Bachelor course in universi.
ties lasts usundh oy 3 vears
{subdivided into twol and
the Masters for i/2 vears,
Therefore, the  structure
becomes (5) + (443} +
{2+1}3+1/2).

Higher Education

- Higher  education  in
Madagascar is rather diffor.
ent fromn the world pattern in
thal it has fou stages
{instend of three up 1o
Doctorate). The first stage of
higlier education comprises
a 2-year broad-based muli-
disciplinary course convnon
to all studenes wishing to
study Leners. Science, Law,
Economics, Managcmem‘
end Sociology. The sccond
stage is a year of spocializa-
tion thateads to the Licence
(Bachelor). The Maitrise
{Masters) is conferred aficr
1-year further study Levond
the Licence. Il students sue-

- cessfully present a short the-

sis they are aworded the
Malrise a'Enseignement. A
Dipiéme d'Erudes appro-
“fondies is conlerred another
year after the  Mafirise.
Presentation of
thesis then leads (o the
Doctorst de troisiome Cyeic
alter a minimum of Y-vear
further study bevond the
Diplome d'Ltudes appro.
tundics snd eoscarch work.
Teacher Bducation ‘
Primary school teachicrs
are troined In Ecoles nor.
males  d'Insthateurs fn
courscs lasting for twao ycars
end five months. Candidptcg
must  hold *the prever
d'Brudes du Promicr Cycle
{BEPCH, but this requirement
will be upgmdcg o ihe
Haccatpucdar, Secondary
schoel teachers nee trained
0 twe yenrs st second fevel
National teacher training
colleges. Entry is via 2 com.

-

tem in Madagascar - -

+ matics,

«

a flonger) -

peiltive examduation  and

-candidartes must hold he

Haceslauréar, For the second
cycle of sceondary odueation
{hvedes), third leve! tcacher
inining takes place at the
Eeoly gormale supdricqrc
and at training collcpes with-
in the universities. Access is
Vi & competitive examinu.
tiem and training fasts for five
years,

- Program of Study ¢

Primiary  cducation pro-

vides children with basic

reading, writing, and mathe-
matics skills- along with an

- relementany understanding of

such subects as history,
geography, uatural scicnce,
social N géience, art, and
music. The Junior secondary
school ¢herculum consises
of mathematics, natural scj
enec, Malagasy language,

civics and religion, some .

French and English, history,
Feography and arts, and
phiysical educaiion. The sen-
lor secondary curricubuny is
very similar (o the junior sec-
andary.  The  curriculum
includes advanced mathe-
-natural  science,
introduction 1o technology,
French, Malagasy, history,
geography, civics, religion,
and physical education. ,
IV-Assessment '
W Madagascar. there are
_three public examinations
held before entering the uni-
versities, The first ane is held
in completion of the primnary
cducation at Grade-5: the
examination s called
Certificat d'Frudcs Primnsires
Etémemtaites (CEPE). The
sccond onc s in completion
of the junior secundary at
Grade-9: it is tcrmed Brever
d'Etudes du Premijer Cycle
(BEPC}. The third one is held
in completion of senior sec.
ondary at Grade-12 and is
ieemed  Bagealauréat  de
VEnscigneniemt Sccondnire
{BES).
Grading system .
-Madagascar follows. a
simple grading systemn both
in schoo! and higher Muca-
tion. It's a 20-point seale:
point 10 decides the pass/fail
level. For higher education
where a thesis is submitted a
more deiled grading sys.
wm s appled falso a 2¢-
point scele). Passihle: 10-12
poinis; Assez Biew: 12.14;
Bien 14-16; Trbs Bien: 16 i8;
and Trés Hunorable: 18 ar
more. ) S,
V- Lessons for csh- .
The major chareciors of
the cducatiop SVt in
Madq?escm that Bangladesh
"ot tollow or adups cinn be ns
foltows: :
“Madagascar is 4 poor
country, © poorer  than
Bangladesh. Yet she spends
1.2% of her GDP i cduca-
Hon aprinst our 2.27%. This
explaing how Madagoseni's |

\‘",,,

0 Grade-12 tscnior second.

-of primary), second one w

T

literacy rate reached faey,
AGRINST OUr 48% (ur it
53%2). We should try 1o alli.
CAEC. money . it Jeast .ar.ulye
Madagascan scale, and grad- »
ually try (o indramtthis o
reach the UNESCO stnnlard
of 7% spending in edacation, -

The duration of pris
ary education is stilf 5
yenrs in Madagascar as in
Bangladesh, Secundnry ey -
cation in Madagascar is alvo
0 7-year study as in oour)
country; but subdivided inio
two: junior and senior unlike
our unusual “three  sub.
stages. Bangladesh can adapt
wo sub-stages of secondary
education from Madugascar
and divide it equally o two
3-vear eveles wmking a com-
promisc in elevating primary
cducation up 10 Grade-§
which is the usual world pa-
tern,

I Madagascar, inte-
grated education prevalls up
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aryl although subjecis in
scnior secondary are a bt
different from those in il
junior sccondary grades (6.
9). Our curricwlum is mach
different heving integracced
curricium . only up (o0,
Grade:8 and diversified since
Grade:d for long 4 years
before higher education. We
con learn a bkt feomn
Madagascan system cleva-
ing the level of legrated
curriculum by a year making
cducation up to our lower
secondary {(Grade-9, being
proposed herel integrated
and provide for diversified |
pte-university higher scc. l
ondary education al grades
10-12at asirerch. |

Madagascar has provi.
sion for three pre-universiry
public examinations: the first
ot at Grade-5 (completion

Grade-S (complction of jun-
tor secondery) and the 1hird
onc at Grade- 12 {completion
of senior secondary). We can
adapt this system of three
pre-university public exuni-
nations “just delerring the
first one 10 Grade-6 (at com-
plction of the elevated pri-
mary beitg proposed here:
this_is plausible because
though the cduestion com.
mitice sugpested gradual
clevation . 1o GradeiB.” the
present teom of governonce
wauld uot procced beyond
Grade-6). Such an arhnige-
ment woukd have provision
for wking Lowe; Secondary
Certlficate {1.5C) examiun.
tion m Grude-9 and thus e
highut secondary students
can have the required timg
far rent learming tinstead of
beitig driven only by exami.
natlons} at Grade-12.
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