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Corruption in education

departments

The minister's resolveto fightitis
welgome

Y announcing that he would wage a campaign
\ against corruption and graft in his ministry,

the education minister has brought to the fore
sﬁ)go {ém that has bedevilled the government edu-
cation stetorforlong.

Al}égation‘s bound about how corruption takes

lace dﬁ’ring transfer and posting of the teachers
\ o\while Yssuifig the monthly payment orders
(MﬁOS)‘ As f’ar:)as reports go, even students’ admis-
sion is not immune frdm the evil practice. Even
B . y
the Transparency intéfnational, Bangladesh’s
reports had more than,onge.identified the educa-
tion department as one o ;“thé\tnost corruptin the
country. , s N -

Butitis one tfiing to point the finger ata problem,
itis another to show a way out of it. On this score, the
minister himself has admitted that to get the proper
evidence of the malpractice as it takes place is the
hardest part of the job. So, the question that one may
raise at this point is: was any serious attempt ever
made at the official level to collect such evidence of
graftand briberyinthe education ministry?

Reassuringly though, the education minister has
decided to put his foot down in the matter. A note of
caution, hopefully, would not be out of place here.
For we have had enough of pledges and even cru-

past.

To all appearances, the education minister means
business. And to address the problem at its source, it
would be necessary to set up a strong monitoring
mechanism within the different departments under
the ministry. If run effectively, this would go a long
way in collecting necessary evidences against
instances of wrongdoing within the ministry. Apart
from oversight from within, members of the pubtic,
or other victims, affected by corruption should also
be encouraged to come out with their grievances to
the appropriate authorities created for the purpose.
The mediacan also play animportant role.

After all is said and done, it is now the time to take
action. It is hoped the education minister will really
blaze a trail in his ministry for other government

departments to follow.
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