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Prime Minister Sheikh ‘Hasina
yesterday said her government
will do whatever necessary o
create 10,000 informaton tech-
nology {iT} programmers cvery
year,

The government will intro.
duce compulsory IT corriculum
.|| a1 secondary school level by 2013

' and primary level by 2021, Hasina

Friendship Conference Centre.

——
.

sald at the inaugural ceremony of BCS Digital
Expo-2009 in the capltal's Bangiadesh-China

Earlier, she had been informed at the Expo
that the country’s educational institutions
pioduce only 2,500 programmesrs everyyear ., .

The premicr saitd Bangiadesh's major prob-

ri’M unwraps IT plan

~10,000 programmers a year; IT curriculum must in SSC
level by 2013, in pr;mary 2021; opens dzgztal expo

tion.

The ICT stakeholders placed a iist of
demands before Hasina. Her party Awami
League had made an election pledge to have a
. Digital Bangladesh'by 2021, . -

PM unwraps

FROM PAGE 3
Hasina said her government
priovitises the ICF sector. But
the sector's progress was hin.
dered as the previous Awami
League government's
programmes were discontin.
ued by the following govern.
ment.

"There should be a continu-
ation of awork, nomatter which
government comes (o power. i
is unfortunate for the nation
that some of our IT-related
initiatives had been discontin-
ved,” the primeminister said.

Hasina saigd she is aware of
the fact that power crisis
remains one of the major hur.
dles for the development of ICT
secior.,

The government is gying 1o
ease the power crisis as early as
possible but itwill take time, she
said,

Hasina said her government
is working to connect the coun-
iry with another submarne
cablesoon.

“We are very flexibie abous
giving lacilities to the private
sector,” she said urging the
sector's stakeholders to give the
government suggestions for
formulating poticics to have a
"Digital Bangladesh'.

Finance Minister Abul Maal
Abdul Muhith saié the present
government will ensure that ali
the sectors reap the benefit of
informationtechnology.

The governiment has already
taken a number of measures 10
ingoduce e-govemnance, said
Commerce Minister Faruk
Khan, adding that the registra-
tion process of Joint Stock
Company was made online
recently.

Yafer. Osman, s1ate iminister
for science andinformation and
commumcation technotogy
and Mustala Inbbar, president
of Bangladesh Computer
Samity (BCS}alsosnoke. .

lem is :ihteracy, not popuja-
ton.

of the population in informa-
tion and communication
technology (ICT?, they can get
employment at home and
abroad

government is keen to intro-
duce c.governance and now
planning to make all its pro-
curement through 'e-tender’ 19 check cormup-

"} we can educate a portion
" shesaid.

Hasina said the present
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