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Over 20.000 rare bhooks,
considered  assets for ithe
country’s researchers  and
- booklovers,care getting dam:
aged at the Dhaka University
Central Libragy “simply Tor
lack of maintenancd. Jeports
UNB. N -

reading rooifis qn the )¥ and
[ 2™ floots of tle library have

ants.” séid Sazzad Hossain, a
brilliant student of Interna-
tional Relations of the univer.
* sity, told the UNB correspon-
dent,

‘Apant from the white am
attacks, he said. most of the
haoks got damped due o
rin-splash  andl. over
‘moisture dunng monsoon A%
those have been shelved on
outdated-bookracks. )

Library sources said the
authbrities  have  wusied
about Tk 50 lakh in the mane

_of developing Graphicai Li-

brary Aulomation  Sysiem
) (GLAS) software for preserv-
{ng all books of the country’s
largest library. “But the soft-
ware could no! be used as it
| was  found ineffective for
countries  like Bangladesh.”
the .official said preferring
anonymity. .
Naisur‘nahman. a sident
“of Information Science and
Library Management {ISLM)
department, said the library
that once placed 7 in the

‘manuscripts  has failed 1o

) books'beiﬁg
damaged at DU library

“The books lying at™he .

~

been they foods' for white)

work! for preserving oriental

maintain the rccord of its
glorious past’as it is grappling
with various problems,

“Not only these books, but
also many manuscrips are
getting damaged.” Anis said.
adding that ISLM students
could be used 1o look afier of
the Hibrary as they know thie
job better than anvone else.

The .university library be-
gan its journcy with 18,000
bdoks inherited from the
« Dhaka * Coliege” and  Dhaka

Law’ College. A notable fea-
“wre iy the development.of
the 1brary is the coliection of
research materials for M Phil
a1 PhD courses. The India
Office Library in Lomdon
provided a tich souree. of
- eoflection of books of rarc
vatue in different forms. .
11y 2009, the library holds &
collection  of more than
617,000 volumes, including
bound volumes of periodi-
cals. In addition. it has a col-
lection of over 30,000 manu-
scripis on various languages
and a large number of micro-
films, microfiche and CDs. It
subscribes to over 300 cur.
rent foreign joumals.
- Another growing problem
is book siealing. The univer-
sity library loses a good num-
ber of hooks cvery as & sec-
don of #is students and a
vestod quarter are chgaged in
hook sicaling. Some of these
“stolen books are seen being

and Shahbagh arcas of th

sold on footpaths in Nikhet
university. . ‘{‘;
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