The Bangladesh Observer

|

10 MAY 2008

o o T ———

Lo

L33

DU Ibsesiits traditional academic
" character without DUCSU

Denands for holding clections
of the Dhaka Universicy Central
Srudaents Union (DUCSU) appears
1o be surfacing among the sw-
dents afier years of absence as the
countty’s premier educational
tustitytion as it has not seen func-
. tioning of the students’ forum for
dver two decades, reports BSS.

*It appears that the Dhaka Uni:-
. versity ioses its 1radtional aca
demic character in the absence of
central students’ union,” said-
Shafayet Ahmed. a student of the
- Institne of Social Welfare and
- Research. o .

The ordippry students as well as
university authorities, he said, are
frequently facing different prob-
lems, whmoeu!d have been set-

ted tvith éx‘s‘ribrani DUCSU, as
students’ unions, are supposed to
be the most effective academic
forum of arfy university across the
world. . :
“The absence of DUCSU has
contributed to ‘the rise -of un-
healthy student polirics in the past
two decades, when musces in-
stead of merit. dominated” the
camphs,” said Nasim Ahmed, a
finat year student of ihe English
department. ) *
Dhaka Universily saw its last
DUCSU election on june 6, 1930

for a onc-year tenure amid a dif- -
ferens political situation 83 the

counlry was witnessing a cam-
paign drawing its close against the

" then awtocrat General Ershad,

Although DUCSU has not been
functioning  the  university
. awthorities have been realizing

fees for the central and hall unions -

from the students. The realized
since 1990 today stands at Taka 6
crore. - :
Each student has to pay Taka
120 as union fees annually, of
which Taka 60 goes to DUCSU and
the rest Is divided for the hall un-
ions. : .
Besides, over the past 17 years,
the univérsity authorities have

also been sanctioning over Taka.

1.5 takh annually for the salaries of
DUCSU employees and 'the

maintenance -of its non- func- .
students” unlon

tional central
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Most of the resident and now-

resident students of the univershy
have ralsed a questiorf as to why .

the money is being collected when

the functions of DUCSU romain,
suspended and the studess do-

not enjoy any extra facility that
should have been offered by the
cemal students union.

-t v unfuriunate for the siu-
donis.” sakd Abul Kasem, a fourth
year siadont of Politicat Sclence
‘Deparunient, pointing to the un.
usual difly- dallying in holding the

polls of the university contral stu-

genis body and the hatiunions.

~ He went on saylng “We ere
paying [ees for the unions 1o re-
calve some extra curricular activi
ties, but-we are denled of our
rights.”

" “But even after the instaliation of -

successive  democratic  govera:

ments, & littde inktistive was taken °

1o hold the DUCSU polls, blaming
it on “unfavorable campus sltva-
ton.” i

*We have witnessed cven worst

situation when activists of some
students’ organizations clbowed
put ordinary students from the
dormitories to be replaced by
non-student hooligans or armed
cadres,” safd Zafanullah Sohel, a
-susdent of Intemnational Relatlons
Department, -t

Even teachers of the unhversity

agrecd that the musclemen would

flot hiave access to the campus of
the resideatial halls if the DUCSU
was there 1o look after the yrob-
lems af the studants, i

“A comtral stadeat unions or the
hall unions sre also necded for the
heslthy eutertdnment prctices
sl cultarad activities on the cam-
pus, of which’ Dhaku University
renitined deprived for the past
tive decades,” said Professor Sha-

Bid Uddin Ahmed, a formert acting

VC of the witiversity.

He recatled the vibrant culturdd
and extra-curricuiar activitles like
sports and dcbate competitions,
drama -and musical festivals on

the campus under the auspices of

DUCSU and hall unions when
Dhaka University sald to luve
witnessed Its goiden period de-
spite difficulties. ‘ ;

*In_the absence of an clecicd
student forum like DUCSU. the
stutdent  organizations  rumain
unccowntable. As 8 result fatom!

of moblilzing students suppor |
. they tend to dominate the ciunpus

with muscle power.” he added.



