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Tiie Bungladzsh Observer

~UGC comes down hard
- on private universities -

The University Grants Commis-
sion in its annual report came
~ down hard on private universities,
saying students were being en-
tolled beyond' their accommoda-
tion capacity and the qualification
of students was nbt verified, as
tuition fees werethe maliv source
of income, reponts bdnews24«€om.

Contacted by bdhews?4.com,

UGC ¢hairmah Prol Md Naziil
Islam sald/most of the private
universities do not care for qlialifi-
cation of students or enroliment
capacity resulting in deteriorating
quality of education.

Islam said there were some ex-
ceptions, adding that the cominis-
sion would monitor the siiation.

In its repor, submitted to the
president recently, UGC high-
lighted the widely varying tuition
fees and salaries in the universi-
ties..

It also alleged that private uni-
versities enroll additional students
without considering their merit, as
their main source of income was

, tuition fees.

Referring to the huge differ-
ences in salaries and tuition fees
of privaie universities, Islam said
there would be provisions in a
proposed private uhiversity .act
featuring rules and regulations on
the matier,

Abul Quashem Haider, presi-
dent of the Association of Private
Universities, told bdnews24.com
that they would welcome any
move 1o identfy those universities
that did not abide by the rules for
enrolling students and ake action
against them. ' .

. He also supported any move
towards a fegulatory law‘Tor pri-
vaie universities. ™

Bui, Haider siressed, the UGC
had to stop its stercotyped allcga-
.lions against private universities.

The UGC report recommended
formulating clear rules and regu-
lations for admission, tuition fees
and salaries, proposing that fees
and charges be kept at such a level
that private university education
be affordable and open for poor
but meritorious students. .




