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./~ Month-long Ekushey Book Fair opens
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Priume Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia on Saturday cmphasised the
neced for leaming  intemational
hanguage  English  alongside

angls in the coniext of changed

" and competitive global situation.
T Addressing as the ¢hie! guest
P the inauperal “fusciion of iht
month-long Ekushey Book Fair
Iaang!a Academy prefises. she
's:rcsscd that for overseas cm-
ploymenl osher languages should
, be leamtf necessary.

"Afier the cstablishment  of
Bangla as the stale languape and
the consequent establishment of

i'adcpcaden; Bongladesh the spirit

{ the language movement has

I Iaken a new dimension.” she said.

The Prime Minister said @ "We
have 1o adopt mow outlook and
determine the new action with
regards 1o language. Our young
gencrion must fcarn intemational”
{anguage alongside Bangla in the-
-context of changed realities and

» domand of the time.*

Terming the Ekushey February
an v unprecedented  event in the
national life, she smid "Ekushey
“Febfuary has now become Inter-
#iationaf~Mother -Language Day
_ioday and we are proud of this®,
“she added.

- Begum  Zia  ohserved  that

PM calls for united efforts to
- preserve cultural heritage

Staff Correspondent

Bangla has become a souwree of
inspiration (0 other ondungered
languages of the world 10 survive.
She congratulaied the Bangladeshi
youth group for whom Bangla
won the world recognition and the -
Ekushey Febroary became Inter-
national Mother Langusge Day.

The Prime Munister thanked the
mpse and government of Swerra

nne kor scoopmising Bangls us
onc the officizl language of that
couniry. She also thanked the
Bangladesh:  peacckecpers work-
ing in Sicrra Loonne.

Paying rich inbute 1o the mar-
iyrs of the language movement
and marntyrs of the Liberation War,
she said that Bangla and Bangla.
desh had become known (o the
world for theig great sacnifices.

- Prime Minister Begum Khateda
Zia called upon the writers, hier.
33 personalitics, scienists, edu-
calronists and publishers to come
forward to mect the demand Tor
necessary  toxtbooks and  other |
technical books v Bangla, She
asked Bangla Academy to take
measures in this regard.

She also dirccled Bangla Acad-
emy 16 translate books of Benguli~
writers into English for reading
abroad. ’
Bepum Zia urged the poets,

-

¢

writers and other lHerary person-
alitics (0 use their creative talent 1o !
{See Page 15 Col 5}

{Fi m Pége 1 Col. 8)
eemove Kusirafion, division, nar-

-socicty. She called upon them to
lead the nation towards creativity,

The Prime Minisicr emphasised
\z:c need for making united cffons,

irrespective of pany affiliation for
¢ advancement of the country.
“We may be poor in resources,
but we are nich in culture. ans and
bicrature. There 15 no alternative
to united cfforts 1o prescrve our
own ans and culture”, she ob-
served.
Terming book beacon light of
knowledge. she said that Ekushey
" Book Fair had a grest contribution

to the publication of differen
books in the country.

The Prime Minisier said that the
govermnment had carlier observed
“Book Day” and Book Week”,
The year 2002 had been declared
as the "National Book Year™. she
added.

She added that *her poveramen
had declared this vear as “the na-
tionsl Hbrary year" and would
launch “Hihbrary movement” across
the country 10 cncourage people o
read books.* )

The Prime Minister asserced
that her govemmem would do
everything _possible for the devel.
opment of Banghy Academy. She
said that the government would
consider atlocation of fund for the
construction of proposed “Ekushey
Bhaban™ in  Bonglo Academy
promises.

Presided over By Chairman of
Bangla  Academy  Proof Wakil |
Ahrhed. “(h¢” Yovgural function’

rwatralsoddnesed by State M
ister for Cadmaral AffairswBegumn
Sclima Rahman, Cultural Scere.
fary Nagmui Ahsan Siddigui and
Pecsident of Bangladesh  Book
Publishers and Sellers Assoeiation
Abu Taher.

At the beginning of e function
onc minuic sifence was obsgrved
i memory of the mantvrs of the
linguage movement und prayer
wins offered for them,

At the end of the inaugwral
function. Prime Minisier 8ceum
Khatedo Ziu visited different stadls
at the hook Fuir.

rowness and instability from the
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