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20 snatchings in ftwo months .

Saatching has hecome a routine

. incident in Chittugong University

shuttle trains in the recent months

posing threats to academic career of

a farge number of off-campus stu-
dems, ’

Many sltteged that the snatchers

becume desperate and made snatch-
ing an evgry day event mainly for
want of adequate sccun!?'ﬁi:asurcs
by the university authority.
“They even don’t cure unarmed

. policemen.” suid some students add-
mg that two cops were also knifed
in's recentdngident. .

Soyrces said that VaTuables worth
" about TR womousané was taken

away in 20 sm:chmg ancuftms that

|
!
? 100k place imhh®finning train over
.. the tast couple of months, At least
100 students were, knifed or as-
P saulted in these indldents, -
The snatchers often jump from
| running trains when il passes
' Ambagan lcvel crossing and
“Jhautats Railway Station. "Most of
the snatching incidents-toak place
* when the trains were approaching
the Shuatata station,” 3 regulur com-
muter 1old The Bangladesh Ob-
server.

First up trip and last down trip
passengers are the most vulnerable
to-snatching mainky due to lack of

‘ lighting in the compartments and
sCanly presence.

Culprits usually bourd trains
when they go slower'al lurns nesf

CU shuttle trains unsaf |
for passengers
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the outer signat of Jhautala station
and get off slightly before the sta-
tion platform.

» Five women students had to jump

“out from a running 1rain for escap-
“ing o recent snatching bid. Two cops

also suffercd stabbing when they
come al the zid of some oppressed
students.

University students blamed uni-
versity authority for not aking sc-
curity measurers for the miercst of
the students.

They said that slow pace of the
trairand inad

for alarming 1ise of snatching.

According to the Government
Raitway Police (GRP). only five 1o
six policemen are usually deployed
in the university shuttle trains, which
is 100 liltle againsi the need.

Couple of months buck the uni-
versity authority had requested the
students to arrange their scats to~
gether for the security. The same
request slso came from the GRP
police almost ali the day.

But the students of the university
said that it is the duty of the univer-

sity authority to deploy the police

personne] in all compartmenis of
the shuttle iraing and ensure the
safety of the studems cspeciatly in
the first umvctsﬁy bound and city
bound shuttle train.

“1f the suthority wunts 10 kccp all

" of the university studvats in one

ate vigilunce of se-”
- curity people are the main reasons

. Chawithury said,

::ompaﬂmem thew wtm is the ac-
cessity for the scven Comparimens’
in the shuttle trains.” sllcged Rajesh
Mutsuddi. o post graduaic students

of Chemistry Depantment.

On the osher hand, some siudents
of the univerSity raiscd their ques-*
tion sboul the stoppage at the
Ihautala station when it had earned
bad name in terms of frequent
snatching. N

“Not more than ten students use the
Jhiutaks station for the first pvo shuttle
trgins, what is the feasibifity 10 push
the hundreds of student’s lives and
vatuables at risk in the nume of pick-
ing up s handful of students.” sid Tiu,
1 3 year student of Anthropology
Dcpanmem

On the ofher hand, ail the student
bodics of the university, Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS). Bungladesh Chhatra
League (BCLY, Sumyjtantrik Chhatea
Front (SCF}, Banglodesh Chhatra
Union (BCU) and Jutiyatshadi Chhatra 1
Dut (JCD). now ate taking prepara-
tion separately for agitation program.

- We're menmg 10 wWage o movement

for c:wrm;, sufety of the huttde us-
€18, some students said.

When contacted the Vice-Chancel-
fot of the university suid that they have
informed the matter 1o the GRP and
Khutshi polico Suution.

“What ¢lse we can do without in-
forming the policemen?” the Vice.
Chancetlor Professor AIM Numdd:u/
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