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' Literacy pro
working children

. I is materal fos a cnid o dream?
about & hght Tuture. But there are
mamy stones o tel when 4 chald
Yke Shaheenara «avs, 7 want
he cducated 10 end The miseries of
hic.” repoms BSS

Shaheonara 15 & domestic

. worher in Pachlaish arey of Chat-

v ragong district. She doesnt “hke
ner job at all hecause ihe emplivy-,
ers heat her almost everydoy.

with they child® Shahecuara com,
plaing i lears.

¥or Shahcenara Basc Educa
won for Hard To Reach (HTR)
Urpar Children ?;a¥rummc 5 2
source of respietgfreedom and
Inspiration. \ / -~

She sasd her mostYdvounte ime
naw 15 the g that She passes
ihe classroom of HTR at Sund-
abipara centre at Pachilas Samay
Unnayan Kendra {SUK). a Non
Govemnment  Organisation Tuns
ihis ventre. which s one of the
hundreds hoing unplemenied un-
der 3 governinent propramme.

Educaton Mimstry took up thé

progect in 1998 with the financial

we—SuppOrt from UNICEE. Govern-

ment of Sweden and DFID The

. project was designed 1o mect the

¢ cducatnonat needs of the working

childeen, The govemment s €0

cuting the  programmd through

| different None Goscrament O
v gamsations in Sia urban areas

The teachers @t these dearming

centres play a wital role n die -

cuccess of ths pogramme. They
not onty teach the students by
creating fnendly atmosphere. but
ales make frequent vistis 10 the
house of thed students o momtor
thew progress and communicaic
with thewr fambes. At mes they
also vist the workplace of the
«udents o mantum the comma-
» pication hink wath the employers

A teacher at the Sundbipaty
centie,  Nileema
said that she had 10 work very
hard to convince the Shaheenara’s

ermplovers o et hey come g u?c ﬁmmﬁw-ﬂ-&»v‘uo:r‘\\fut g
Y ereTemingR s [y T ud

for a month 10 comunce her ome
pioyers and her mather 10 aliow

1 the garl to josn thes vducatiog pro-
gramme.” shie sad, -

3 When asked .what she wuould
want 1o hecome when she will
grow up. u conhdent Shahcenara
sard "] want o become cducated
that's all 1 behieve that at wall

“hang an end 1o my piesent suf-
ferings ™

The apportupdy for cducihion
for Shaheenara s hke npemng up

3 wandow 10 the braghier ade of
her bife Her tcacher 3 the center
s Shahoenhata sometimes eved
dacsn't listen 1o the restmetions of
coting to the centre. © She has
developed 3 confidence that s

} school will work as strcase 1o
pecoine  selfsehant n hfe, Ms
Bhattachariyasad |,
¢« Same 15 the vase with Jesgmn
o who works at 2. locat a hotel along
twith her father. She said she
_wanted o become a doctor 1n hiie

Actually while tiking 10 the
chaldrer one would feel that HTR
project has cenandy sparked off o
light instde them 1t has created 2

“They erven beat me il 1 donl g)_i:ky“fngns of ¢hange even hy having

L such Tumicd chance of education.
v it isuniusing a sense of conscicus- -

- HTR pogramac Her puardiam

- her lcaming &t the HTR cenuce
My, maher saned working o gl

‘Bhattacharya

q‘ﬁ! fhe swe 0% pou e82 sew

ava
ates

gramme for (L omn- 3

firm hehe! among the cinldien that
the soticly has o wilhingoess o
alfer them somethung betier and
then guardians would conunue to
create more faciibes for them to
becume worthy 1a lite

Jesmun confidently sad that she
feels her pasents would conunuce
her cducation 1f she can end hes
learming at the HTR schoal The
children indecd are showing big

|
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nessnto these working children
who would otherwise had a rery
tow self esteem hiving 1n hazard-
ous and unfavourable working
atmosphere

Ten-year old Shaheen sad that
he could now sign s name and
read Bangla” You kodw f you
give thumb  print ynstead  of
knowmng how 1o sigr your name
your property could be cheated of
{rom yuu". he sd

Shahcen secms e have devel-
oped a knd of stung dishike
agmnst COmupt praciices and Lor-
rupt people He sad he wants 10

“be ainpubze and send all criminats=

to jail o remove corruption from
the sousety ’
Hathy  Abhtar 12, of Kuttul
arca of Chitagong 15 pow a stu-
dent of class hve She was a do-
mestic worker when she staried
tier studies 1 the finst hateh of the

admntted ber mto the  prmary
whonl when she wanied 1o con
unuc her educatn at the end of

\upport my educauon plans. All of
my family member, aow. give
moral suppost U Centinuc . my
cducation,” shesad X N

When ashed what sheyouid do
W fier parents Jrange RET Marmage s ’
rght now and she has 1o gave up
educanon plans, Hahu  Asthw
replies “They can net do it uanl |
am cighteen”

trp demamd fur educaton amgng
the students of the HTR learming
ventie Mohammad  Jamaluddin
who was alsn a batch mate of
Akhtar couldn't continue ik stud-
ws sl phmary schonl bevause he
Bad to work 10 a yam factory o |4
support b fanaly .

1 have a pay tase after 1 cons-
pleted iy learmng a1 the HTR
centre 4n 2000 But 1 do not want
o continge my job rather 1 would
Iike 1o emol myaell an o pranary
swhool

L.

The HTR Progct was doevel 1
oped agisnsd the backdrop of the 14
mounung cinld Jabour dehate 1
the coumy - npgercd by the
threat of entorcement of Harhin |
B! N

The fessons from the much 5
talhed-abour  projegt for cld

garment wotkers in Bangludesh -
which stunted in 1995, the year of {1 °
the concluston’ of the Memoran. {7
dum of Undersanding beoween |-
UNICEF, 1O and  BOMEA *
(Banplagesh  Garment Manufac-
wrers and Exporters Association) !
»were used to devclop thi proj |1
et JR pL
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