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Golden Jubilee of Amar Ekushey,
Int’l Mother Language Day today

The nation pays glowing tribute

today {Thursday) to the memory
of its valiant sons whose supreme
sacrifices esiablished the right of
our mother tonguc 50 years ago.
reponts UNB.

On this day in 1952, Salam,
Barkat, Rafig, Shafig and Jabbar
taid down their lives on the strects
of Dhaka for the cause of Bangla
language. Their sacrifices alo

paved the way for snalchmg lib-
ety from crsiwhile Pakistan in
1978,

Ekushey February "was recog-
nised as  Intemnational Mother
Lanpuage Day by UNESCO on

. November 17, 1999 giving a new

dimcnsion (o :ts c:icbrauon and

further
ianguage.
This year marks the Golden Ju-
bijecc of the great ngmsﬂ
Movement.
President Prof AQM Badrud-

glorifying - the  Bengali

Prisne "Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina gave separatc mes-
sages on the occasion.

- The Prime Minister will lcad
the nation in paying homagc 10 the
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wcaths ot the altar of (o

Prime Minister Begum Khiteda Zia (left) and Leader of the Opposition in Farliament Sheikh Hasina (right) placiog wr

Staahcod Minar at Wednesday midaight 1o pay their tributes 1o the inemory of Linguage mariyres of 1932
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(From Page 1 Col. 4)

(:* ‘the Cemral Shaheed Minar when

the cluck chimes 12 at midnight
heralding the euspicicus day.

The PM wilt be followed by
thousands of people wha in bare-
foot mourning procession— tradi-
tional provat ?eri- will throng the
historic mohument to show their
respect to the man

¢ Shaheed nar will be be-
decked with flowers and wreaths,

Moumers will also lay floral
wreaths on the mazars of the Lan-
guage Movement martyrs  at
Arimpur Graveyard. Other pro-
grammes will include discussions,
rallics and cultural soirees.

Pcople from across the country
will also bring out “provat feri”
and place wreaths at the local

rShahccd Minars to pay homage (o

the martyrs  besides  arangi rﬁ
discussion meetings and cultu
programmes.

The day is a public holiday.

National flag wili be kept at
half-mast  while  black flags
hoisted symbolising the pains of
™ the nation. .

State-run  Bangladesh Televi-
sion ard Bangladesn Betar and
sotellite channels will air special
programmes  on the occasion.
Newspapers will bring out sup-
plements highlighting the signifi-
cance of the day.

Over 250 million people of the
world speak in Bangla and some
t88 countrics around the world
will observe 215t Februnry as the
Iniernational  Mother  Languuge

Da

éur Staff Correz;rondcm adds:
Pulitica! parties and different so-
vial and cultural  organisalions
have chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes(to celebrate the day. It
includes processions, offering of
wreaths at the Central Shaheed
Minar, hoisting of black Nag and
National Flag ot half-mast at
dawn, discussions and seminars
and also cultural funclions. |

Bangladesh Awami League has
chalked out elaboraic programmes
on this glorious day. The pan
will begin its programme wm{
hoisting of national and pany
Nags at its central office at half.
mast and Bangabandhu Bhahan
and also wearing of black badges.
Bare-focted momning procession,
glacmg of wreath at the Central
haheed  Minar  and  offerin
prayer al the Azimpur gravey
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where the manyrs were buried.
Joy Bangle Sangskritik Oikya Joie
will hold cultural function at Pal-
tan Maidan in the aftermoon.

Bangladesh Krishak League,
Bangladesh  Christian  League,
Communist Party of Bangladesh
and Jatiya Party (E) aiso chalked
out programmes which include
hoisting of black flags. placing of
wreaths @t the central Shaheed
Minar to pay rich tributes to Lhe
martyrs of the Language Move-
ment of 1952.

Progressive Nationalist Part
(PNP) will begin its day wilg

offering of prayer ot the graveyard ‘

of the martyrs of the Language
Movement at Azimpur graveyard
in the morning to be followed by
placing of wreaths at the Central
Shaheed Minar, The party will
also hold a discussion at its pany
office at New Kakrail.

Various cultural, social and
women organisations also chatked
out colourful programmes to cele-
brate the day. These include Bul-
bul Lalitakala Academy. National
University, Asian University of
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Karma-

-

Nepalese Oikya Parishad, Bangla-
desh Krishi Sramik Mukii Ando-

lan, Bangladesh Supreme Count -

Bar Association. Officers Club,
Dhaka, Dhaka Reporters Unity,

Bangladesh Shilpakala Avudemy. -

Nari Pakhya. Bangladesh Sang-
badpatra  Trust.  Bangladesh
Hawkers Federation, Ban-

gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

man Agricultural University, Ga-
zipur. National Press Club.

The city unit of Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladtsh will hold a discussion
at its Paltan's office 10 be lollowed
by '‘Doa Mahfil’ on the octasion of

the International Mother  Laon-
guage Day.
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