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. The Way 21st February Became International
o Mother Language Day

HE 30th biennial general

conference of UNESCO

{Unmited Nations
Lducational Scrennfic  and
Cultural Organization) was held
in Panis from 26ih October 1o
17th November 16999 A SIx-
member delegation of Bung-
fadesh led by 1he then Educuiion
Minister A S HK Sadek
participated 1he conference As
one of its members | stayed n
Puatis " from Tth 1o )14th
ANuvember 1 had the cpportumiy
1o atend many international con.
ferences but the parncipation 1n
the UNESCOrs gencral conference
was the nost remarkable event in
my life.

Some non-resident Bang-
ladeshr along with few others of
different  nations  livinp 1n
Vancoyver. Cenada formed an ex-
cellent organization. known as
"Mother Language of the World'.
Among the organizers. the names
of two Bangladeshi Rafiqul tsiam
and Abdus Salam (What a wonder-
ful comcidence! hoth Rufiq and
Salam are the manyrs of 1952)
are memorable. They proposed
that 21st Februars be proclaimed
&5 the “Internationai Mother
Language Day’ and sent this piu-
posal firet 1o UN headguarters in
New York and then to Paris But
they were told by UNESCO offi-
cials that such & proposal must
come from a member counlry and
noi frum any organizition. The
Mother Language of the Worly'
then contacted the Ministry of
Education . Govt. of the Péopie's
Republic of Bangladesh in this
regard. When the matier was
brought to the notice of the then
Prime Memister Sheikh Husina,
she immediately instrecied the
Education Minisice to 1ake neces.
sary sieps.

While attending the npening
stssion af the peneral confer-
ence, the former Educalion
Mimister submitted the Bang-
Iadesh's proposal formally and
sohicited the support of the
moembes countries, As per sched-
ube 1 reached Paris on b
Nuveraner. Twn other matmbers
8 he delspaicn D1 Avesh:
Fiatan.  Direcior Coneryr,
Svcondary and High secorgary
Foucawon arc Prad. Kefil ¥ odin
Aumel. Generyl-Se. et
UNESCU Kaional Commision
for Bargladesh were already 1n
Puris. The honourable
Ambascador of Bangladesh to
France Mr. Syed Monzzem Ali in-
formed me that our proposyl 1o
prociann tne 215t February a¢ the
International Mother Language
Day” would be placed 1n
Commission-2  on F2th
Novemper for discusunn and
consideration. He apprehended
that some membery of the

. Western countries ma{’ pggnse
the proposal heczuse UNESCO
will need about one hundred thou-
sand US dollars per year 1o ob-
serve the day. He requested me 1o
jobby in fsvour of our ropcﬂl
-t egc delegates aiten inf the

"conference. 1 am basically 2
wacher and have no ¢ eace i
dar&ommc dealings. However, 1
felt véry szmn;l¥ from the core
# of my heant that | must do some-
&if;' for this grest endesvour and
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I assured tht Ambassador thay |
would walk to the delegates of
Africen countries 1 spemt oo,
years in leaching an i
University in Zamha, Lusaka and
Abmadu  Bello Univerity.
Nrgeria an early cightien In that
vonnection I fraveiled (0 fow
other Atnican countnies and had
the opportunity 9 kuow some-
thing about thenr societs. lan-
puage and culiure The Colonial
rule and eaplonation for vears
topether grabbed their molher
tongues and replaced them with
English. German, French ety
and even, loday “ianga, Bemba
and many other languages are
fighting for their existence. This
gncm;c is not only tue for Africy
ut also exist tn Aca and Sonuth
America.

Painotism and lose for mother
iongue are inherent Qualitics of
human being. | anguage 18 antm.
portant weapon for the emitiance
of 3pint and nspiration towards®
one’s motherland. We have pro-
posed 10 declare the 21t
February  as the ‘Internationa!
Mother Language Doy’ 10 make i
memorable 1o the history of the
world the «arifices mads by our

cople at Dhaka on 21st
“chruary. 1952 in otder 1o free
our beloved mother language
frem the colomal aggression of
West Pakistan

Once 21st February gets its
tecognition as the “International
Mothet Language Dav' obser-
vance ol this day would be able (o
protect the mother tongues of
many <¢thare and small commum.
lies  as an  umhrella
“Internanional Mother Lanpuage
Day” would not only honour the
perception of a particular coun-
iry, rather 1t would enlighten the
dignity of the mother tongues
every nation. especially the weak
und underdeveloped ones My ex-
ptanation and amalysis on (he
sigmficance ot this day scem (o
have convinced the African dele.
kates vhom | have talked to and
they assured me of SuppOMIng ous
proposal whole-heanedly In the
Meaplime another member of the
dei=gate  ir Sadat Hersan
tresentiy  Home Sciretany,
feached Peris on 1%h Nowvember

Pacare copbt Laanres it {ng.
Mg Potnan exiandey willien

Auppaa 0w pIGpos s af
Bangladest  Th: (ountres Aty
Sti Lanka. Bemn, Oman, Egypt.

Saudi Aramia, Ryssia, Bahaman,
Dominican Republy, Belarys,
Philippinics, Ivory Coast. indr.
Comoros, Indonesiy Gambia,
Honduras. Micronesiy, Vanuaty,
Papua New Ginnea. fran, Pakistan
Lithunia.  haly. * Malgeaa
Paraguay. Chile! Slovakiy ang
s113

This proposal of Bungludesh
will be placed in the techmcal
commultes of UNESCO. Com-
mission-2 on 12th Novem-ber.
In case it s rejected, all our

efforts would go in vain. On the

other  hand. approval n
Commssion-2 means everything
> almost over. Because 11 will
then be A3 & routine mat-
tes in the general conference on
17th  November. I means
Commnission-2 is the most pow-

erfid bady in this matter. So al} :quivoca”y commendabl& #

of us were in sever tension-our
netyes were under pressure. Who
bFaows what happens? If we sue-
ceed 1 wallhe definttely the most
gionous achievement for us of
the 20th cenmury That 1s why the
former Prime Mimster Sheikh
Hasina was very ansious and kept
constanl touch with the Bang-
ladesh Embassy.

On the 12th November. the
session of Commussion-2 started
at 10 AM as per pretined apenda.
Moazzem Al Dr - Sadat Hossan
and myself took our seats on the
Bangladesh desk and behind us
seated were Ikhner Chowdhury.
Counciller of Bangladesh Em.
bassy, Tozamme! Haque (Tony
Haque). the <pecial Adviser to the
DG.UNESCO and Pror. Kati}
Lddin Ahmed

Mr Ludovit Stamislav Molnar
ol Slovakia., the honourable
Chastman  of Commission-?
pluced the proposals. one after
another before the house whu h
were debated. rejected or accepted
with or without amendrents ac-
cording to the mert Ar about 3
PM focal uane, the histone reso.
Iition No. 30C/DR 35 ot
Bangladesh was placed i the
house. Un behall of Bangiadesh
Moazzem Al dehivered Ins
thought-proveking speech clo-
quently and convincingly and
itred hard (o 1ustify the rabionale
of the resoluton. We were over-
whelmed with anxiety and proba.
bly our blaod pressure also sn-
creased. There were about three
hundred delegates of the member
COURLties present in the session.
The honourable Chairman acked
thrice if there was any objection
i the resoivtion. Good Luck
Bangladesh—goad luck o the

200 milhon Bengali The resolu-
bon wids adopted unopposed
What a sensation! We lost our-
selves with jubiation and etfy.
sive. We embraced cach other on
the Cesk atselt. I seemed 1o me
that it wav a reflection of the
¢mot:onal outhurst of the whole
Bengali nation through the six of
us The delegates of the frhendly
nations also congiatulated us
What clvs conid be the reaten
ahicvemen than e Hadiapens.
<oheang sl et of our
cresbiree, the mother languags
el b antematcnal recegnition
The mnerratonc! re ognition of
inesday Sung antaadsscent of
weif-ahnegauon of the Bengal)
people fur ther mother tongue
hay 1ot unby incieased the dig-
nity of Bergali tanguage bt Jso
the image of Bangladesh has be.
cone luminous | has already
been mentioned that the resolu-
tox was adopted as a routine mat-
ferin Hee peperal conference on
I7th November, In taking deci-
siwn 1o proclam st February as
the  “internationzl  Meother
Language Day’ the UNESCO has
not only recognised the self sac-
rifice of the Bengali nation for
their mother lunguage bin also
honaured the independence
movement of Bangladesh which
emitted from the sacnfice of the
martyrs of the 215t February

To actueve the prociamation of
the  International  Moither
Language Day. the diplomatic
dexterity of Bangladesh is un-

this repard the sincere and tumely
imtiatsve of the then Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasins and the
role played by the farmesr
Education Minister A.S H K.
Sadek. Ambassadut Moazcem Al
and Tony Hague are exceedingly
laudable And of course Rafiq and
Satam of the "Mother Language of
the World' tied the whole Bengali
nation with gratitude. | myself
feel proud 1o be associated with
this histone event

Our responsibility has in-
creased many umes after the
recognitton  of the great
Language Day as the ‘Interns-
uonal Mother Language Day’. We
should  br  cngaged in
endeavounng from nght now so
that our sducation. culture. sci-
crce and technology can spread
through our pride. the mother
tongue Bengali. We can righdy
evaluate the recognition which
the World community has be-
stowed upon us. provided the
povCrAmMeEnt gives proper atten-
Lon {o ennich our language and
thaswe who are concerned with od-
ucation perform their own re-
spunsihirfucs

Alter the proclamation of the
21st February as the inter-
naitonal Mother Language Day*
the than Prime Mimsier Sheikh
Hasina announced that an
International Institute of Mother
l.anguuge Research’ would be set
up at Dhaka and sccordingly she
Imd the foundation stone of the
proposed  Institute neéar  the

Shilpakala Academy on 15th
March. 200%. The honourable
Secretary-General of United
Nations Kafi Annan, graced the
ovcasion by his presence. It s 2
pratse-worthy imtiative. Nearly
six thousand languages/dinlects
of the World including those be.
coming extinct would he pre-
served and studied n fue pro-
posed institute. It will be like a
museum of warld languages.
Given the danger that many of
the 6.000 languages/dialects
spoken 1oday many disappear n
the next thimy vears. 1t s cntie.3)
thor the intemational community
tedouble 11s efforts to pratecr this
cemmon hentige of mankind

Atany with the languags. ihe
eoncernenw race. culture, history
atd Ludinton are gl<g becoming
Catird. AS a2 rewit one day ihe
world feore multifarousnsss in
languages The proposcd insu

tute 2: Dhaks will surely give the
future generanon throughoui the
world an opportumty to leam the
linguistic diversuy. culture and
story of hundreds of races. It 1s
learnt that the presemt govern.
ment s chinking of scrapping
the prusect of the construction of
the institute. This has raised 3
Efeat concern (o the members of
the civil society of the country. |
telieve thet i recognising the
2ist February the UNESCO has
brightened the dignity of the
Beagalhi nation. In retum the
proposed institwte would not

only honour the great initiative
of UNESCO but also increase the

prestige of Bangladesh world.

wide

(The writer is the former

Vice-Chancellor of
Rajshaki University) ,,,.J




