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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zis wrged country's intellectuals,
writers. academics. scieniists and
literateurs to play 2 constructive,
role in antroducing Basgla at ol
lovels. .

"1 reguest imellectuals, writerg,
‘acadesnics and scicntists to play a-
constuctive  role to introduce
Bangls ut afl Jevel through solving
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the scarcity of necessary books in
Bangl4 language at hivher levels,
paticularly scientifie and tcchni-
cal books?. xaid the Prime Minis.
“ter while indligurating the Amar
Ekushcy book Tair at Bangla
Academy premises on Friday.
Because we could not achicve
expected success in introducing
Bangla at all levels duc to lack of

&
o

Prime
hupspueating the
on i"riﬂgls\ .

Mintsicr Homn - Khaleda Zin vidting 5 haokstoll afier
Bhushivy Book Fuir 2002 at Bangla Academy fn the city
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stressed

NECOSSAry  suppont  maierials in-
cluding textbooks, dictionary and
efficiemt  manpower and  noa-
availability of scientific and tech-
nical icrminology. she observed.
She assured her  government's
support in this regard.

She laid emphasis on leaming
wilter impontant languages 1o pres-
ent our culure and thoughts before
the world and said that at the samg
time we have to acquire knowl-
edge in computer snd information

-~ technology 1o face the challenges

ol the 2151 century.

"We will lag behind in the in-
temational arena if we fail 1o
achieve efficiency in various im-
pontant languages. including in-
formation 1echnology and com-
puter sqience side by side with our
own language”, she said.

State Minister for Cultural Al-
fairs  Begum  Selima Rahman
chaired the opening session of the
20-day long Amar Ekushey boak
fair. Scerctary of the Cultural Af-
fairs  Ministry Nazmul  Ahsan
Chowdhury, Secrclary General of
Bangladesh Book Publishers and
Scllers Association Abdur Razzak
and Majibar Rahman of Bangla-
desh Srijanshil Prakashak Parishad
addressed it. Acting DG of the
academy Moinul Hasan gave votes
of thank.

It was also atended. among
others. by some ministers, MPs,

© some fellows of Bangla Academy, |

wrilers, reachers and pocts.

The programme began with the
presentation o the national an-
thein. fallowed by ckushey song..
Amar Bhaier Rakie Rangano Ekuyt
shey Febnlary and special munajyt
sceking  divine blessing for the
mdnyrs of language movement
and liberation war. The Prime
Minister -and the audience ob-
Jserved silence - for one minutg, in
memory of Lhose mantyrs, who
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(From Page 1Col. 4)
sacrificed their lives in the
guage movement of 1952,

Alter inaugural session, Begum
Zia went round the book sialis at
the academy premises,

In her speech the Prime Minis-
ier said the lsnguage veterans
embraced manyrdom in Dhaka hut
there are no memorials after their
names cxcepl the central shaheed
miniar. She said roads and estab.
lishments have been named afier
the names of some people who
have no. contribution worth mén-
lioning to the nationa! history.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia urged the people w keep book
in list of their gifis so that the
publication sector could grow
following the declaration of 2002-
as the ‘vear of books' (grantha
barsha),

She assured of her government's
total support to the publication
sccior and creale  infrastruciure
facilities for the growth of the
seclor to meet people’s demand.

In this comext. she siressed the
need for translation of our books
imo different languages and for-
cign books into Bangla hoping the
couniry’s writers and publishers
would come forward in fulfilling
this task. .

UNB adds: To give right im-
pomance 10 the memory of fan-
guage marntyrs, the PM requested
all concerend 10 think about nam- |
ing of any remarkable estoblishe
ments in the city after Language

- Movement martyrs and veterans.

There are no memorials to the
martyrs in the city, except for
Shaheed Minar, for upholding the

" prestige of mother tongue. she

_,}lf'f:

noted.

Begum Zia mentioned that
many roads. avenues, squarcs,
stadiums and important establish.
ments of the capual city had been
named after various local and
foreign personalitics,

“"Many have been named afler
such persons who did not play so
important roles in national his-
tory.” she said in o veiled observa.
tion. adding: "I'm not saving that
those should be changed.”
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