Bangladesh Observer

AMEROON is a republic

' (official name: Republic of

. Camercon) . located in
Western Africa, bordering the

Bight of Hiafra, between Equatori-
al Guinea and Nigeria. The former
French.Cameroon achieved inde-
L,t])cndencc in 1960 and merged in
‘1961 with the part of British

Cameroon to form the present
country. Camercon has generalty
cnjoyed stability, which has per-
mitted the development of agri-
culture, roads, and railways,: as
well as.a petroleum indusiry.
Despite a slow movement toward
democratic  reform,  political
peaver remains firmly in the hands
ul her President. The to1al area of
Cameroon is 475,440 sq km (over 3
times larger than Bangladesh) and
it harbors fewer than 20 million
(18.467,692; July 2008 cst.) people
(about 1/8th of Bangladesh popu-

2.2% that is slightly more than
ftangladesh's 2%. The per capita
income in Cameraon isabont US $
2,200 (2007 estimate). The literacy
riate i§ about 68% (male; 77%,
female: 60%). Cameroon spends
“abiout 3.3% of its GDP in educa-

tion, ‘which is about 1.5 times
more than Bangladesh's around
L 2.4%.
Education is the esiablished
way to enrich people with
required knowledge.” skills and
attitudes in any nation. Require-
ment for these qualitics changes
over time and curriculum requires
me to time reyision. Bangladesh
completed the third revision of the
primary curriculum and such a
revision was due on the.lower sec-
ondary few years back, need o
statt in no time and 1o be [ollowetd
by upper grades. We can haye a
look into the education system ol'
this African country influenced by
. the, European system- hoth UK
and France to find some lessons
- for us. The description follows the
“usual, format having Education
[’011(:\ & Administration, the
ﬁtrllc,;qre.' Program of Study,
| As;%p:gs;ment System and lastly
Lessons for Bangladesh.

A-Bducation Policy & Adminis-
tration’ -

- Cameroonian education system
is sharply divided into British

~its downfall,

lation). ‘Population growth rate is .
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{Anglophone) and French (Fran-
cophone) ones. The main govern-
ment organ for controlling and
managing education is invariably
the Ministry of Education (MOE)..
The ministry has long been trying
1o ¢stablish bilingual systern start-
ing from the primaty. The first two

attempes taken by the government.

to foster bilingualisin in primary
school education had failed to
turn out bilingual pupils..and the
third measure still 10 be imple-
mented already bears the sceds of
‘Monolingiral reach-
ers’ expert only in French, whose
linguistic knowledge of English

and proficiency in second-lan-’

guage -teaching are yet to be
assessed, are instructed to (cach a
second officidl language. Anyway,
it is obvious that befort establish-
ing a- bilingual systeln nation-
wide, the two systems (Anglo.,
phone and Francophone) are des-

_ tined to go on.

1I-The Structure

As mentioned above,

Cameroon has a sharply divided -

British {Anglophone) and French
(Francophone) education  sys-
tems. The Anglophone primary
education lasts for 7 years and the

Francophone one ends in 6 years.

The sccondary education is divid-
ed into two sub-stages: lower and
upper. Lower secondary is 5(?)
years in Anglophone and 4 years in
Francophone zones of the coun-
try. The upper secondary course is
longer (3 years) in Francophone
systemn, and shorter {of 2 years,
called "A’ level) in Anglophone sys-
tem. The Bachelor Course lasts for

4 years; he duration of Masters

Course is 1-2 years. Therelore, the
structure becomes (6/7) + {5/4+
213y + (4 +1-2).

Higher Education

There are both non-university
and university level higher educa-
tion. The . non-university level
higher cducation is pertained in
specialized schools and instituies
in such fields as Administration,
Techntology, Social Work, and
Public Works. University level first

. stage is Bachelor’s Degree pro-
. gram in various disciplines that

lasts for 4 years. The second stage
is Master's Degrec course, having
duration of 1-2 years. The PhD is

offered aflcr about four years'
study following the Master's
Degree and requires individual
research work and the presenta-
tion of a thess. -

Teacher Education

Pre-primary and  primary
school teachers are trained at the
Ecoles normales d’lunstituteirs
(ENI). The course lasts for 1.3
years according to the prior quali-
fication. Sccondary school teach-
ers are trained in threé years fol-
lowing secondary high school or
two years following a first degree
at _the- Ecoles nonnales
supdrieures for college and lycée

- teachers or at the Eeole normale
‘supérieure d'Enseignement ech-

nique for, technical secondary
educsdtioriteachers.

m- Pf&'éram of Study

The primary curriculum has
provisions for ieachifg-learning
of two languages (Frénch and Eng-
lish), Mathematics, Scicnce and
cnwronmema! studics, Civics,
"Health and hygiene, Art work,
Music, National culture and Phys-
ical training.

“The secondary curriculum is
integrated up to Grade 10 (end of
lower sccondary) in Francophone
system, but up to Grade 9 in
Anglophone.sysiem. [n' the latter
(Anglophone) system, length of
diversified system is longer during
both Ordinary (Grades 10-11) and
Advanced (Grades 12-13) fevels.
However, the system of diversified
education in Francophone is only
atupper secondary (Grades 11-13)
having open choice of subjects
specialized for Scicnce, Arts elc.

IV-Assessment System

In Cameroon, there are three.

public examinations held up to

the end of pre-university educa-

tion. The first onec is on comple-
tion of the primary education at,
Grade-6 or 7; this is the First
School Leaving Certificate Exami-
nation. The second one is in com-

. pletion of the lower sccondary

Grade-10 in Francophone system
and at Grade-11 ealled Ordinary
(0) Level in Anglophone system.
The last onc is Baccalauréat m
Francophone system after 3 years'
further study, while this is after 2
years ‘of A Level in Ang]ophone
system.

‘Good).

"-{about 2.4%); later we can try also

Educatlon System in Cameroon |

Cameroon follows mainly the
French system of grading on a 0-
20 scale (in the Francophone sys-
tem}. 0-9 fail; 10-11 .passable; 12-
13 assez bien (Satisfactory); 14-15
bien {Good); 16- 20 trés bren {Very

V- Lessons for Bangiadesh

The major characters of |
Cameroonian education system
that Bangladesh can foliow or
adapt can be as follows:

Cameroon -spemds about 3.3%
of her GDP in education. Having a
grasp of the essentiality of educa-
tionr, Bangladesh can casily rcach
the Cameroonian mark surpassing
the present level of.spending

to reach the UNESCO standard of
7%.

The duration of integrated |’ri-
mary & Lower Secondary educa-
tion in Cameroon is 9 {Anglo-
phone}/10 (Francophone) years.
But education is distinctly diversi-
fied as pre-university education
during Grades 10-13 (Anglo-
phone) or 11-13 (Francophone).
In Bangladesh, we havc only 8-
year long integrated and@“{ ygar
diversified edncation before: Spe-
cialized higher education. [ pro-
pose to follow a 6 (primary) +3
(lower sec) year integrated and 3
(higher sec) year diversified sys-
temn that is the mos#prevalent sys-
tem all aver the world.

Cameroon has provision for
three public cxaminations belore
higher education. The first one is
in completion of Primary {at
Grade 6/7}, second one in comple-
tion of Lower Scc (at Grade 10
{Francophone) or J1 (Anglo-
phone) and the lhird ene in com-
pletion of Upper Sec (at Grade 13,
We can just follow this plan having
rearranged our system up to
Grade 12 as 6+343 structure. Ay
present, we have no public exaini-
nation before Grade 0 and we
armnge two public examinations
very close jeopardizing the actual
study.at the Higher Secondary

level where students get only one
year for actual study. -
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